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OU aſk me, Sir, if our Friends 
do not ſuſpect Mr. N— of being 
ſomewhat fallen into Deiſm? 
and are mighty ſolicitous about 

"= knowing, very particularly, his 
Thoughts concerning the Inſpiration ef the 
Holy Pen-Men ; my Friend, from whom I 
received this Eſſay, has informed me nothing 
of his Opinion in other Matters, nor of his 
way of Life: And it is preſumed, he can 


hardly be looked on as à Deiſt, for any thing 


he has ſaid concerning the Infpiration the 
ſacred Writers received from God. It 1s 


hoped, on the contrary, that he thinks, by 


this Method, he better anſwers the Deiſt's as 


well as Atheiſt's Objections to the Stile of 


the Holy Scriptures; that he himſelf is far 


enough from being of their Opinion will 
very evidently appear in the Courſe of chis 


Eſſay. 
B We 


„ 

Me ſhould be extremely cautious how we 
- judge of the Extent of any Man's Opinion 
about religious Matters, from his particular 
Manner of explaining, or defending them ; 
as if all who are incapable of defending their 
Religion well, had bad Deſigns ; and ſeem- 
ingly defended it only, the more effectually 
to deſtroy it. The wicked Yann deſigned, 
it is ſaid, to prove there is no God, by pre- 
tending to ſhew that there 1s one. But it 
by no means follows, that all others, who 
defend or oppoſe any Opinion weakly, do 
the ſame. Many Writers, both Catholick 
and Proteſtant, have very injudiciouſſy op- 
2 their Adverſaries Opinions, and as 

adly defended their own, which yet are 
not to be ſuppoſed guilty of ill Deſign. 
Were one to take an exact Account of all 
the Catholick Writers who have made im- 
pertinent Anſwers to Proteſtants, and have 
uſed Objections full as impertinent againſt 
them, it would fill ſome Volumes in Folio; 
and the Number of Proteſtant Authors, who 
have ſucceeded as ill, would amount to lit- 
tle leſs. And yet no one is ſurely ſo unjuſt 
to pretend that the generality of thoſe Au- 
thors, on either ſide, have been each main- 
taining what * 1 did not believe, or oppo- 
ſin >. a they 
Fou ci = —_ Sir, the Frame and 

Conſtitution of the Mind of Man, to be 
ignorant 
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ignorant, that it is capable of believing very- 
ſincerely, things the moſt ridiculous, nay 
and aſſenting, too, to things directly oppo- 
ſite. Should you ſet down to invent a Re- 
ligion, ridiculous beyond Imagination, Peo- 
ple would be found in Afa, embracing Opi- 
nions not more rational, You have read 
Mr. Bermer's Travels, and the Hiſtory of 
the Bramins, What are your Thoughts of 
the Heathens of the great Mogul's Country, 
and of thoſe renowned Indian Philoſophers ? 
Do you imagine, that the monſtrous Prin- 
ciples of their Theology are not believed a- 
mong them? I dare fay, very few ſee the 
leaſt Abſurdity in them. You may ſay poſſibly, 
That the Blindneſs thoſe People are under, 
is next to direct Fooliſhneſs; and that the 
Europeans are not to be judged of by the 
Indians. But are there not Chriſtians, think 
you, who believe things abſurd and againſt 
all Appearance? That Cenſure is paſſed upon 
ſeveral Roman Catholick Doctrines by the 
Proteſtants, viz. Tranſubſtantiation, Infalli- 
bility, &c. And the Catholicks are not be- 
hind hand in making ſuch like Reproaches 
on the Proteſtants. . . | | 
The Catholicks are of Opinion, That ſe- 
veral Units make more than a fingle one; 
and are ſo ſtrong in the belief of it, that he 
muſt needs paſs for a Fool among them, as 
well as other Chriſtians, that would attempt 
EINE to 
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to deny it; and yet they believe that a Mil- 
lion of human Bodies, diſtinct from one 
another, make but One. How viſible is 
this Contradiction? And yet this is their O- 
pinion about the Body of Chriſt. Some 
there are, who believe, with great Certainty, 
That God is not the Author of Sin, &c. and 
at the ſame time aſſert, That Man was cre- 
ated deſignedly to fall into Sin, as a means 
to make God's Juſtice eminent, in puniſh- 
ing the many; and his Mercy, in pardoning 
the few. And yet to ſuppoſe God ordered 
Sin, on purpoſe to accompliſh thereby his 
Ends, is certainly no leſs than to make him 
Author of it. But the Frailty of Man's 
Mind ſuffers him not to ſee theſe Contra- 
dictions, when he has been ſo long accuſto- 
med to ſhut his Eyes, although they. are ſo 
plainly preſented to him. 

Hence a Man may not only defend a bad 
Opinion that he believes, — he may be- 
lieve Abſurdities, and things contrary * one 
another unawares. And for that Reaſon our 
Friends ſuſpect not Mr. N— to be a Def, 
though others may think his Opinion favour- 
ing too much, thoſe ſo called, But that you 
may judge for: urſelf, I ſend yon — an 
Abridgment of what he ſays ; Which a 
Friend of mine ſometime ſince ee en 
* me. 


| There 


N J 
There are three kinds of things in Scrip- 
ture, not aſcribed to particular Rextlation, 


viz. Prophecies, Hiſtories and Doctrines. 
As to the Firſt; God himſelf 


known to the Prophets in ſeveral ways; 
but they ſeem to be reducible to theſe three. 
Viſions by Day or by Night; bearing Voices; 
inward ' Inſpiration, It is not neceſſary to 
examine theſe things in themſelves; we 
will only enquire after What manner they 
have written that which they were inform 


ed of, by theſe Viſions; N or Inſpi 70 
= | 


Þ Of Pro ro- Prophecies have been been 
phecies. the expreſs. Command of God, 
by the Prophets mſelves, or by others. 
For it is uncertain, whether the P 
themſelves always wrote, or dictated only; 
or whether their A collected and 
wrote them as exactly as Ty would 
ſuffer them, Which way ever it be, there 
is no doubt but God made known to the 
Prophets what we find in their Books, and 
that we ought to believe St. Peter, when he 
informs us, Pn came not in old time 

he FEY OO CY of Ged 
as they were move H. 

T7 tell us a hh Ct 900 
in Vifions, whether they themſelves wrote 
it, or others who heard them tell it; no- 
thing but a good Memory was requiſite. . 
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Man needs not Inſpiration to relate faith- 
fully what he has ſeen, eſpecially when the 
Impreſſion it made upon him was ſtrong; 
as commonly was the Caſe of thoſe to whom 
God vouchſafed any Viſion. Hence every Pro- 
phet has his particular Stile ; by which it 

appears, that what they had ſeen, they re- 
lated, as they uſed to do other Matters. 
Their Stile was the ſame when they ſpake 
by the Command of God, as when they 

uſed their ordinary Diſcourſe. 
And ve are to judge in the ſame way con- 
cerning the nd of the Words they heard. 
There needed only a faithful Memory to 
retain them. But we cannot be certain that 
they ſometimes thought it not ſufficient only 
to tell us the Senſe, inſtead of the very 
Words they heard. When God told them 
the Name of a Perſon, it was they 
ſhould remember the Syllables of that Name; 
as when IJſaiab was ordered to foretel that 
Cyrus ſhould give the. Jews Liberty to return 
into Paletine, * it behoved Tatah to remem- 
ber the two Syllables, Co-res. But it is not 
likely, that in the reſt of his Diſcourſe, 
Waich related word for word all he heard. 
The Diverſity of Stile moreover proves, that 
the Prophets expreſſed in their own way, 
the Senſe of what they heard. For Example, 
the Difference between the Stiles of Iſaiab and 
Amos: Jaiab high and lofty ; Ames low and 


_— 
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vulgar; and the many popular Expreſſions 


and Proverbs, which we ſee in this Prophet, 
who was a Shepherd, convinces us, that he ex- 
preſſed after his own manner what God had 
delivered to him. This is St. Jerome's Opinion 
in the Preface of his Commentary on this 
Prophet. The Prophet Amos, ſays he, was 
ſeulful in Knowledge, not in Language; for the 
Jame Holy Spirit Poke in him that Took: by all 
the Prophets. This Doctrine attributes clear- 
ly the Expreſſion to the Prophets, and 7he 
thing it ſelf to the Holy Spirit; which ap- 
pears alſo by the Remark he makes on 
Chap. III. viz. Ve told you that be uſes the 
Terms of his own Profeſſion : And becauſe 4 
Shepherd knows nothing more terrible than a 
Lion, be compares the Anger of God to Lions. 
St. Jerome ſhould have ſaid, according to the 
common Opinion, that God made uſe, in 
ſpeaking to Amos, of popular Terms, and 
Cirable to his Profeſſion; whereas he attri- 
butes plainly to the Prophet the Choice of | 
the Terms in which the Prophecy is 
ſed. That 8 were diftated by God to the 
Prophets, (ſ. were as it cannot be denied 
„ ometimes, ſo it does not ſeem 
22 * And hence it is, that 
according to the Variety of the Times, and the 
Speakers, the Phraſe of -the © Prophets it alſo 
4 2 e 
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It is generally aſſerted, that the Prophets 
recite the ſame Words they heard; ſince 
they introduce God himſelf, ſpeaking, Thus 
faith the Lord, &c. But it is always the 
Cuſtom, both of the Hebrews and Greeks, to 
bring in thoſe, whoſe Senſe they relate, as 
ſpeaking in their own Perſons; though in 
doing ſo, they tye not themſelves to their 
Words. The difterent Manner in which the 
Decalogue is ſet down in Exodus and Deute- 
renomy ; although God is ſaid to ſpeak per- 
ſonally in both Places, is a very plain Exam- 
le. God fays, in Exodus, Remember the Sab. 
th-day, &c. In Deuteronomy, Keep the Sab. 
bath-day, &c. It is in Exodus, To keep it holy. 
Six days ſhalt thou labour, &c. In Deuterono- 
my, To heep it boly, as the Lord thy God com- 
mandid thee. Six days ſhalt thou labour, &c. 
It is in Exodus, Nor thy Cattle, &c. In Deu- 
teronomy, Nor thine Ox, nor thine Aſs, nor 
any of thy Cattle, &c. And this Command- 
ment ends thus, That thy Man-Servant, and 
thy Maid Servant, may reſt as well as thou; 
and remember that thou waſt a Servant in the 
Land of t, and that the Lord thy God 
brought thee out thence, through a mighty Hand, 
ond a ſtretched-out Arm; therefore the Lord 
thy God commanded thee to keep the Sabbath- 
day. In Exodus, the Reaſon of keeping the 
Sabbath, is from the Creation of the World 
in fix Days, without any mention of Slaves, 
or 


19 1 
or the Slavery of Egypt. There are ſome 
other Differences in what follows, but they 
are inconſiderable. However, it appears by 
this, that either Moſes in Deuteronemy, or 
the Author of the Book of  Exvdus,, did not 
keep _— to exact Words, as the Jews 
now do; though both theſe Authors bring 
in God ſpeaking perſonally. Grotius has 
made this judicious Remark. I is obſervable 
ſays he, that the Words in Exodus, were 
ſpoken by an Angel in the Name of God, but 
thoſe in Deuteronomy, are the Words of Mo- 
ſes, repeating the" ſame things; and that with 
ſuch @ Liberty, that ſometimes be tranſpoſes 
Words ; changes ſome for others of the ſame Sig- 
nification 3 omits ſome, as known ' ſufficiently by 
thoſe gone before; and adds others by «vay of 
Interpretation. The ſame Liberty of changing 
Words is obvious, to à careful Reader, in other 
Places of Sacred Writ, as Gen. xvii. 4. com- 
pared with 7. Gen. xxiv. 17. compared with 
43. Exod, xi. 4. compared with" xii. 28. 
Exod. xxxii. 11, Gc. compared with Deut. 
ix. 27. Cc. Now this ſteus, That ue are 
not to catch at Words in Holy Writ, as ſome of 
the Jews dog, who fancy that the Words in Ex- 
odus, and in Deuteronomy, were pronounced 
at one and the ſame Time. They think too, that 
where there is Tranſpofition and changing | tht 
Order of what was ſaid firſt, what laſt ;- that 
the laſt, importing the or Senſe, were alſo 22 | 


110 
firſt There are in the Sacred Hiftories, a ſuf- 
ficiency of Miracles, that flands not in need of 
our inventing new ones without ogy and 
fuch as are 1 no Uſe. 

If you defire any further Proof, that this 
manner of ſpeaking perſonally, denotes not 
that they are the proper Words of him that 
is introduced ſpeaking after this Manner, 
you may only look into the Goſpels, where 
the Evangeliſts ever make our Saviour ſpeak 
repre and yet recite not the very Word: 

made uſe of. For, beſide that "Chriſt 
ſpoke Syriac or Chaldee, there is oſt great 
| Difference between their Recitals." The Ho- 
ly Spirit never tied it ſelf up to Words, 
as many of our Divines do now. He 
prompted the Sacred Pen-men to give us 
only the true Senſe of the Words that God 
made uſe of, whereby che Prophets might 
underſtand his Will; and it is only in re- 
iy to the Senſe and to the Matter, that 
— aſſure us, that they were _ | 


| 8 third kind of Prophecy, or manner, by 
which, God made known his Will, -was in- 
ward Inſpiration, without Viſion, or Voice. 
Two different ſorts of which may "eaſily be 
conceived. For Ged might inſpire Prophe- 
cies or Predictions word for word, as the 
Prophets were to pronounce them: As When 
s us Occaſien to > (poke of ſome Name, 
? unknown 


1 
unknown before to the Prophet: Or he 
might inſpire the Senſe only, which they 
were at Liberty to expreſs in their own way ; 
as moſt commonly it happened; the - firſt 
Occaſion being very. rare. And when any 
one apprehends a Senſe diſtinctly, it ſeems 
to me not very difficult for him to expreſs 
it faithfully. And we muſt ſuppoſe, that 
the Prophets, fall of the Thoughts God had 
inpired them with, had very clear and di- 
ſtinct Ideas thereof: And this will eaſily be 
underſtood, if we but conſider, that God 
inſpired them with Matters eaſy to be con- 
ceived, and proportioned to the Underſtand- 
ing of all the World; at leaſt as to the li- 
teral Senſe. It happened alſo ſometimes, 
that without inſpiring either Words or Senſe, 
God drew from the Mouth of ſome Perſons, 
Propheeies which thoſe Who ſpoke them 
underſtood in another Senſe, and thought 
them not to be Prophecies. He threw them 
into certain Circumſtances, and involyed them 
in certain Events, which made them ſay 
things that were really Predictions, without 
their knowing them to be ſuch. Such was that 
Prediction of Caiaphas, when he ſays, That 
it was better that one Man ſhould die ſor the 
People, than that the whole: Nation ſhould pe- 
riſh. New he ſaid not that of bimfel},” lays St. 
Yobn, but being High Prieſt that Fear, he 
Propbecied. To m_ properly; God * 
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red him not with-thoſe Words, it was the 
Nature of the Buſineſs only they were about 
in the Sanhedrim forced them from him. 
They were afraid of Jeſus drawing all the 
People to him, and enterpriſing ſomething 
apainſt the Roman Authority, which would 
not fail of ſending a Puiſſant Army into Pa- 
keftine, which would totally waſte it. Caia- 
pbas thereupon urges a common Maxim in 
Politicks, That it were better to deſtroy one 
Man, though he were innocent, than to expoſe 
the whole State to utter Deſolation. ' In Caia- 
fhas's Senſe there is nothing Prophetic or 
Inſpired. But in the Gofpel-ſenſe, what 
Caiaphas ſaid, fignified more than he in- 
tended, and contained a true Prophecy. 
And more Predictions of this Nature very 
likely may be found in the Old Teſtament. 
For Inſtance: David ſays many things 
both of himſelf and his Enemies, without 
the leaſt Thought of prophecying, which 
contains, nevertheleſs, Predictions of that 
which was to happen to Chriſt and his 
Enemies. He ſays Pal. xli. 10. He that 
ate of my Bread, hath' lift” up his Heel a. 
gainſt me. He meant ſurely Achitophel or 
ſome other of thoſe who were rifen againſt 
him in Abſalom's Conſpiracy, and ſpeaks 
plainly of a Thing happened to himſelf, It 
is this very Affair that inſpires him, if one 
may ſo ſay with theſe Words; which beto- 
ken what ſhould befal Jeſus Chriſt by the 

a Treachery 
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Treachery of one of his Diſciples, as ap- 
pears by John xiii. 18. The Author of the 
Ixixih, and cixth Pfalms, whether it were 
David, or ſome other, did not probably 
think of fore-telling what ſhould one Day 
befal a Diſciple of the Meſiab, when he 
curſed his Enemies : And yet St. 8 
Peter in the Adds applies ſome 

Words of theſe Pſalms to Judas. There 
needs no great Penetration to ſee that the 
Author did not pretend to ſpeak of Judas, 
and that he was not immediately inſpired by 
the good and merciful Spirit of God, when 
he For Set thou a wicked Man over him, and 
let Satan ſtand at his Right-hand : When be 
{hall be judged, let him be condemned, and let 
hrs Prayer become Sin: Let his Days be fea, 
and let another take his Office : Let his Children 
be Fatherleſs, and his Wife a Widew : Let his 
Children continually be Vagabongs and beg; let 
them ſeek their Bread alſo out of their Tb 
Places: Let the Extortioner catch all that be hath, 
and let the Stranger ſpoil his Labour: Let there be 
none to extend cy unto him ; neither let 
there be any to favour his Fatherleſs Children: 
Let his Poſterity be cut off, and in the Genera- 
tion following let their Name be blotted out : 
Let the Iniquity of his Fathers be remembered 
501th the Lord; and let nat the Sin of his Mother 
be blotted out, &c, Nothing is more plain 

that theſe are the Words of a Mam full of 
exceſſive Choler, of an extreme Defire to 


be 
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be revenged. Now the Law of Moſes per- 
mitted no more than the Goſpel, to wii ill, 
or do it, to Children, in Revenge of the 
Injury received from their Parents. Vet 
ſome famous Divines have put in the Title 
of this Pſalm, That David, As A Tyres 
oF JESsus CHRIST, being driven on by a 
fingular Zeal, prays that Vengeance may be 
executed on his Enemies. And where do they 
find that Jeſus Chriſt curſes his Enemies at 
any ſuch Rate? Have they forgot the Words 
that proceeded from his dying Mouth, in 
Favour of the moſt wicked Race that ever 
was? Were not thoſe. that crucified. him, 
his greateſt Enemies, and the moſt obſtinate 
Adverſaries of the Goſpel ? And, far from 
making ſuch Imprecations againſt. them, 
did not he pray to his Father to forgive 
them? Has he not ordered us to imitate 
him, and to pray for thoſe that perſecute 
us? "Tis paſt my Underſtanding how Daw, 
as a Type of Jeſus Chriſi, could make ſuch 
horrible Imprecations againſt his Enemies. 

I muſt own myſelf a Stranger to the 
Chriſtian Religion, if ſuch curſing and wiſh- 
ing to be revenged is permitted, as is found 
in the Author of this Palm, and thoſe of 
divers others; as that of P/alm- cxxxvii. Q 
Daughter of Babylon, who art to be deſtroyed ; 
happy ſhall be be that rewardeth thee as thou 
lat ferved us: Happy ſball be be that "_ 


[15 ] . 
and daſheth thy little Ones aguinſt the Stones ! 
i any ſhould W to daſh 
out the Brains of Infidel's Children ! Vet 
theſe Palms are indifferently ſung in Pro- 
teſtant Churches, without the | Notice 
taken that they are not all equally inſpired. 
Upon aſking a Dies once, how he could 
ing Pſalms full of ſuch Imprecations? He 
lightly anſwered me, that the Uſe of them 
was lawful againſt ' the Enemies of the 
Church, and that for his Part he made that 
Application to them, when theſe Palms 
were ſung. Thus you fee what the Ji 
Opinion of the Inſpitu 


tion of W and 
of the Divinity of each Verſe of the Scrip- 
ture produces. 

Another Sort of Prophotizs conſiſted not in 
ſore- telling things to come, but in explain- 
ing the Scripture, and in compoling readily 
Hymns to the Honour of God. The 
of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and ſome o- 
thers, are Examples of theſe in the New 
Teſtament. It feems as if there went only 
Piety. and Zeal to the compoſing them: At 
lcaſt it is very conceivable, that à pious, 
zcalous Man may nowWa- days praiſe God 


in that manner, without any Preparati- 


on. Great part of the Pſalms ſeems to 
have been thus compoſed, as alſo divers o- 
ther Songs in the Old Teſtament. The 
Pſalms, where the Verſgs, or Pauſes, "Oe 
wi 
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with the Letters of the Hebrew Alphabet, 
| ſeem to have been compoſed at more Lei- 
ſure. For this Regularity ſhews that there 
was Meditations' and Pains uſed, as is in 
Acroſticks. See Pſalm cxix. and the La- 
mentations of Jeremy. We ſee too, that in 
theſe fort of Works, the Holy Writers do 
not ſpeak in the Name of God, nor begin 
their Diſcourſe with Thus ſaith the Lord, 
We muſt confeſs that the Authors of theſe 
pious Songs were full of the Holy Spirit, 
when they compoſed them; that is to ſay, 
it was a Spirit of Piety that carried them to 
take Pains in thoſe Compoſitions; and in 
that Senſe we may ſay, that they were in- 
ſpir d by God, though not ſo immediately 
as Predictions. The Spirit of God is often 
underitood by the Spirit of Holineſs, that is 
to ſay, a Diſpoſition of Spirit conformable 
to the Commandments. of God; as the 
Learned have obſerved. Lads 

I ſhall now remark, briefly, in what 
manner the ſacred Hiſtories have been writ- 
ten: And, in treating of Doctrines, I ſhall 
ſpeak of that ſort of Prophecy that conſiſts in 
explaining the Holy Scripture. 


II. Of the Hiſ- Tt is certain that the Hiſ- 
8 Holy torians of the Old and New 
IM _ Teſtament, were pious Per- 
ſons; who had never writ thoſe TE 
t 
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but gan à true Principle of Piety. Not to 
ſatisfy our Curioſity did they undertake thoſe 
Works, but to ſhow that the providential 
Care of God hath always attended good Peo- 
ple, and inflicted Puniſhments upon the wic- 
ked; to give us Examples of Piety and Vir- 
tue, and do inform us of certain Matters of 
Fact, upon which our Faith is founded; and 
of the Precepts which God gave to:Jews and 
Chriſtians, by the Miniſtry of his . — 
Apoſtles, Angels themſelves, and even of 
his om 8on. We ate alſo to believe that 
they have given us the Truth of the Hiſtory 
to the beſt of their Knowledge, without ad- 
ding or ſubſtracting any thing with Deſign to 
deceive us. And as they were thoroughl 
informed of the chief Matters of Fact which 
they relate, having either ſeen them, or ta- 
ken them out of good. Records; we may be 
confident ' that in the Main of the Hiſtory, 
they relate nothing that is not exactly true. 
Theſe Qualifications alone are ſufficient to 
oblige us to give Credit to them. An hon- 
eſt Hiſtorian, who is well informed of what 
he relates, is worthy of Credit: And, if you 
add thereto, that he has ſuffered Death in 
maintaining the Truth of his Hiſtory, as 

the Apoſtles did, who were put to Death 
for maintaining that y had ſeen and heard 
all which the Goſpel tells us of Jeſus Chriſt ; 


in that caſe, not — will be 
- worthy 
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worthy of Credit, but they who ſhalt refuſc 
their Belief, can paſs for no other than 
Fools, or the moſt obſtinate Perſons. - In 
this manner we are fully aſſured of the 
Truth of the New Teftament ; that is to 
ſay, That there was a Jeſus, who did divers 
Miracles, who was raiſed from the Dead, 
and aſcended up into Heaven, and who 
taught the Doctrine we find in the Goſ- 
pels. And this Jeſus having born Witneſs 
to the Hiſtory of the Jeus, we cannot 
doubt its Truth, at leaft as to the Principal 
Matters. 

To call this in Queſtion, is abſolutely re- 
no „ But People gene- 
rally believe two 4 Fey which ſeem to me 
groundleſs; unleſs reſt them upon 


radi 
e Th | believe, _ the exremely fr Hi. 
1 with the Things 


— ohng 1 next, that they were in- 
ſpired alſo with the Terms in which they 
have expreſſed them. In a word; that the 
facred Hiſtory was dictated word for word 
by the holy Spirit, and that the Authors, 
whoſe Names it bears, were no other than 
Secretaries of that 8 pa. who wrote. _—— 
as r dictated. 

As to what concerns the Inſp of 
Hiſtorical Matters of Fact, I OE Firſt, 


That * they ba" it without bringing 
| any 
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any poſitive Proof, a Man may with good 
Reaſon reject their Suppoſition. They ſay 
only, that if it were not ſo, we could not 
be y certain of the Truth of the 
Hi But, beſide that a 8 uence 
cannot undeniably prove a Fact; that 
it may happen that one cannnot — a 
Conſequence, although that which is pre- 
tended to be proved thereby be not true ; I 
affirm that it is falſe, that we cannot be per- 
"_ certain of the main Subſtance of a 
2 unleſs we ſuppoſe it inſpired. We 
Example, perfectly certain that 
Julius Cæſar was k d in the Senate by a 
Conſpiracy, whereat\ Brutus and Caſfius were 
the Chiefs ; without believing that who 
have informed us were inſpired. The Hi- 
itories of all Nations, furniſh us with Mat- 
ters not to be doubted of, without being 
guilty of Folly and Self-conceit ; and yet 
without fuppoſing that theſe Hiſtories were 


writ by divine Inſpiration. 

In the ſecond place, This Opin on bp. 
poſes, without any Neceſſity, Nr 

which the 5 it ſelf is filent. To 2 
late faithfully a Matter of Fact, which a 
Man has ſeen and well obſerved, requires no 
Inſpiration. The Apoſtles needed not Inſpi- 


ration to tell what they had ſeen, and what 
they had heard Chriſt ſay. For that Memo- 


and Honeſty are abundantly ſufficient: 
' D 2 7 Neithe 
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Neither had thoſe Authors who. writ things 
that came to paſs before their Time, as the 
Author of the Books of Chronicles, any 
more need of Inſpiration for copying of good 
Records. And as for thoſe who made the 
Records, no more was requiſite, than that 
they ſhould be well informed of what they 
ſet down, either by their Eyes, or by their 
Ears, or by faithful Witneſſes, - It will be 
ſaid, perhaps, that according to this Opini- 
on, the Faith built upon the Scripture will 
be no other than a Faith purely human, be- 
cauſe it will be grounded only upon human 
Teſtimonies. To th“ I anſwer, That nei- 
ther do we know, any more than by a bu- 
man Faith, that the Book which we call the 
Goſpel of St. Matthew is truly his. It is 
nothing but the uniform Conſent of Chri- 
ſtians, - fince the beginning of Chriſtianity to 
this Day, that makes us: believe. it ; which 
in truth is, no more than a Teſtimony: purely 
human. We do not believe it: becauſe we 
are aſſured by an Oracle from Heaven, that 
this Book is truly that Apoſtle's ; but juſt as 
we believe that the Eneid is truly Virgils, 
and the Liad Homer's. But that which they 
here call human Faith is of as great Certainty, 
as the Demonſtrations of Geametry. - And 
even Divine Faith it ſelf, as it is called, is 
built upon this Certainty. For, in truth, 
we do not believe in Jeſus Chriſt, but a+ 
\ Cauie 
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cauſe we are perſuaded that the Hiſtory of 
him is a true one. And how do we know 
this? Becauſe thoſe Eye-witneſſes who 
wrote, have ſuffered Death to maintain the 
Truth of their Teſtimonies. And how can 
we be certain of their being Eye-witneſſes, 
and of their ſuffering Death rather than de- 
ny what they afferted ? By Hiſtory; that is, 
by the . Teſtimony of Men, affirming it to 
us conſtantly from the Time the Chriſtian 
Religion was eſtabliſhed, to the Age in 
which we live. Human Faith then is found 
to be the Foundation of Divine Faith ; and 
we need not fear the Weakneſs of this 
Foundation. For without being ' leſs than 
a Man, and reaſoning as little as a Brute, 
it can never be diſputed ; as has often been 
made appear by the Learned, who have 
vindicated the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. 1 <> 
In the. third place, The common Opini- 
on is contrary to the Teſtimony of the facred 
Writers themſelves. St. Luke begins his 
Goſpel thus. Foraſmuch as many bave taken 
in band to ſet forth in Order a Declaration of 
thoſe things, which- are moſt ſurely believed a- 
mong us, even as they delivered them unto us, 
who from the beginning were - Eye-witneſſes, 
and Miniſters of the Mord: It ſeemed good to 
me 455 having bad perfect Underſtanding of 
all things from the very firſt, to write unto 
thee 


[42] 
thee, in Order, meſi excellent Theophilus, (2; 
thou mighteſt know the Certaiuty of 
wwbercin thou baſi been inſtrufted, - You may 
here obſerve a. Confirmation of what I have 
been ſaying, and à full Proof that St. Late 
learned that which he tells us not by Inſpi- 
ration, but Information from thoſe who had 
perfect Knowledge of it. Now if you grant 
that St. Luke has given a faithful Relation 
of the Life and Diſcourſes of Jeſus, with. 
out a particular Inſpiration, we muſt receive 
what he tells us with a firm Belief in his 
Fidelity; you can make no Difficulty in 
granting the ſame concerning the reſt af the 
facred Hiſtorians, If any of them ſhould 
have been inſpired, certainly the Evangeliſts. 
If you are for another Example of a Hiſto- 
ry without Inſpiration, you may read the 
Books of Kings, and Chroucles, which are 
Extracts out of publick Regiſters, and 
particular Writings of ſeveral © Prophets, 
to whom the Authors every where refer the 
Laſtly, The Hiſtorians of the Scripture 
ſeem not to be inſpired, from the Contradic- 
tions found in many Circumſtances of the 
Hiſtories related. The Evangeliſts agree 
perfectly in what relates to the Main of the 
Hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt ; but ſome Circum- 
| ſtances may be found wherein they diſagree ; 
a clear Proof that every Particular was not 
80 | inſpired. 


* the... ant. AR EE EE ED ” I” eV K „4 — - * „% ft Ä me 2 


23 J 
inſpired; For althou 


u the Cirvamſtinces 
in which they differ are of ſmall Conſe- 
quence, pet Rad the Holy Spirit diQated e- 
very thing to chen, as'is preterded, there 
would Rave been a perfect Agreement in 
every thing: Theſe Circumſtances as well 
as the Main ef the Hiſtory being alike 
in God.” St. ber nah for Inflarice, 
ſays, Judas, enim that be had" deli 
pra our Lurd to thi Jews, threw the Money 
into the Temple; that gung away be. banged 
himſelf; and that the Priefts, ou gathered 
up the Money, bought therewith à Field. St. 


Luke in the A brings in Peres, ſaying, 
That Judas, after leigt purchaſed" # Hel 
with the Reward of Iniquity, falling beadiens; 
burſt aſunder in the midſt, 1nfomueb that his 
Bowels gufhed out. A manifeſt Contradiction 
this, which the Learned in vain endeaveir 
to teconcile. And many other ſuch ate to 
be fond ee , gt eee en ee 
But you will ſay, this leſſens the Auth 
rity of the Evangelifis,” who, if they could 
be deceived in any thing, might, for atiy 
Security we have, he deceved in every thing ? 
I anſwer to that in the Words of Grotius; 
Even this it felf ought to free theſe Writers from 
all Suſpicion of Dec; dt thoſe who le 
Falſhoods jo agree in thei Stories, that there 
may nos ſcom to be dhy. Difference. But if be. 
cauſe of am ſmall Difagreement, thi it * 


. 
vat he reconciled, wohole Books muſt lodſe their 
Credit, what Book, - eſpectally. what Hiſtory, 
would deſerve to be believed? Whereas the Au- 
thority of Polibius and Halicarnaſſenſis, and 
Livy, and Plutarch, in «whom ſuch - things are 
found, as to the Main, and unſhaken among us. 
St. Chryſoſtom alſo in his firſt Homily on St. 
Matthew, very plainly aſſures us, that God 
permitted the A to fall into theſe ſmall 
Contrarieties, that we might ſee there was 
no Agreement to feign a Hiſtory at Pleaſure; 
and that we might more readily believe 
them in the Main of the Hiſtory, A Man 
that has ſeen moſt of the Things he relates, 
can hardly be deceived : But he eaſily 
be in ſome Circumſtances 'of Things whi 
he has not ſeen. | . 

A fifth Proof might be here added from 
Grotius, in his Notes on the Truth of. the 
. Chriſtian Religion, lately cited. It is this, 
That the Evangeliſts, in ſetting down a cer- 
-< tain Time, do not very nicely determine it; 
© becauſe they had not Knowledge preciſe e- 
* nough to ſet down the Number of Days or 
Months. See Luke i. 56. ui. 23. Joby ii. 
6. vi. 10, 19. xix. 14. Lou find in thoſe 
Places, About à certain Time; or, About 4 
certain Number: Which ſhews very plainly, 
that the Hiſtory was not dictated immedi- 
- _ ately by the Holy Spirit, who knew for cer- 
tain, the exact Number and Time in que- 
ſtion. | Clear 
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Clear then is it, in my Judgment, that 
the Things were not inſpired; nor conſe- 
quently the Words; which are leſs eon- 
ſiderable than the Things. A certain Senſe, 
and not certain Terms are the Rule of our 
Faith. And the matter is not what Words 
we make uſe of, provided we ſtray not 
from the Doctrine which God has revealed. 
Thoſe who read the Originals, are in no 
better way of being ſaved, than thoſe that 
can read only the Tranſlations. For no 
Tranſlation is ſo falſe, but that taken in 
groſs, it expreſſes clearly enough all that is 
neceſſary to Salvation: Otherwiſe it would 
be neceſſary for all Chriſtians to learn He- 
brew and Greet, which is altogether impoſ- 
ſible; and we muſt exclude from Salvation, 
almoſt all thoſe Who have made profeſſion 
of the Chriſtian Religion in our "Weſtern 
Parts, from the Apoltolic Times, to the 
Age we live in. 4 „ ien 

And Providence alſo which has pre 
theſe Holy Books, to lead us in the way 
of Salvation, for ſo many Ages after the 
Death of the Writers of them, has pre- 
ſerved inviolably nothing but the Senſe. It 
has ſuffered Men to put in ſynonymous 
Words one for another; and not prevented 
a great many Varieties from ſlipping lit- 
tle conſiderable as to the Senſe, - but re- 


markable as to the Words and Order. K 
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St. Matthew, for Example, there is above a 
thouſand different Rxadinꝑs in leſs than eleven 
hundred Verſes; but of which there is not 
ha that can make any change in 
— ky Tad that too but in N- 
ters of ſmall Importanoe to Piety. If God 
Had eſteemed it neceflary, for the Good of 
His Church, that the facred Hiſtorians 
Mould have been inſpired with the Terms 
they ought to uſe; he would undoubtedly 
have taken care to .preſerve them. It i 
therefore obvious, that he deligned princi- 
pally 'only to preſerve the Senſe, ' 
Thus then neither "the Words, nor the 
Things, have been inſpired into che Authors 
of the ſacred Hiſtory 3 though i in the Main 
that Hiſtory is 28 in the principal 
Facts. It may be, that in certain inconfide- 
rable Circumſtances, ſome Fault may be 
found; as appears ſufficiently by the contra- 
dictory Paſſages. It is true, that ſome have 
ſtralned hard to reconcile thoſe Pallages, as 
'T Have obſerved ; but it is After ſo 
Violent and donſtrained a Faſhion, and there 
are ſuch different Opinions about theſe Recon- 
eiliations, that if we-examine the ching ne- 
ver fo little, without Prejudice, we fliall 
md that che Learned trouble thlernſelves to 
no purpoſe ; and that they had much bet- 
ter Sr due en eee n, e tom 
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ſome Contradictions in. of al Im- 
Nay furchen 1 know dome chat believe 
we ought not to receive all the Jeu Hi: 
ſtories, without Diſtinction, for true Hiſto- 
ries. They fay we ſhould except the Boo 
of E/ther. ' And, it is true, that if Abaſuerus, 
of whom the Book of HEſther ſpeaks, be 
Ocbus that reigned! after Artaxerxes Mnemon, 
this Rook would have been written at ſuch 
a Time as there was no Prophet in Mae. 
But altho Mr. Cappel pretend that Aba. 
/uerus is the ſame with ae his conjecture 
is not unqueſtionable. They pretend alſo, 
that this Hiſtory has all the Characters of 
a Hiſtory —— 1 ſhall. not 
examine — at preſent. But however, 
there is no Hereſy in rejecting a: Book of 
the Jeuiſb Canon; as neither is it to reject 
one of our own ; at leaſt, the Proteſtants 
have not called a Lutheran an Heretick, for 
having ſaid that the Epiſtle of St. James is 
an Eprſtle of Straw; — tiinthay 
have many of the Learned, for not receiv- 
ing the DEG Epiſtle. of St. Peter, which a 
famous Critick Giles, + A Fic- co amen. 
tion of fome ancient Chriſtian — 4 tum veteris 
imployung bis leiſure Time. The Sandi o- 
Neue Sanhedrim may eaſily 2 2 Wo 
ave received into their Canen 8, Scaliger. * 
Books that had no _— ** Br gait 
thority. | ea boy 
| . E 5 10 
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To come now to the Doctrines which 
are in the Holy Scriptures, and not there 
attributed to a particular Revelation; ] 
ſhall begin with examining thoſe Writing: 
of the Apoſtles, and afterwards thoſe of the 
Old Teſtament. 
It is commonly thought, that the Apo- 
ſtles, as well as Prophets, were inſpired 
both as to Words and Things; yet with 
this Difference, that the Prophets were not 
always inſpired, but only when God or- 
dered them to ſpeak to the People in his 
Name. Whereas the Apoſtles were al- 
ways inſpired, without being raviſhed into 
Extaſies, as the Prophets were before their 
propheſying. This Opinion is founded up- 
on the Promiſe that Chriſt made his Apo- 
ſtles to ſend them the Holy Spirit, which 
1 he performed on the Day of Pentecaſt. The 
Words of Chriſt are, John xvi. 13. When 
be, the Spirit of Truth, ſhall come, be will 
guide you into all Truth. He ſays alſo elſe- 
where to his Apoſtles ; When they bring you 
into the Synagogues, and unto Magiſtrates, and 
Powers, take ye no thought how or what 
things ye ſhall anſwer, or what ye ſhall ſay ; 
for the Holy Ghoſt ſhall teach you in the ſame 
Hour what ye ought to ſay, Luke xii. 11. 
| Theſe are two the moſt formal Paſſages 
that can be quoted in this Matter, It is 
fitting that we ſhould give them an attentive 
Examination, to ſee if they prove what they 
| ary 
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c 2 honoured with the eee 
Preſence of the Holy Ghoſt, who dicta- 
< ted to them all that they ſaid in Matter 
© of Religion; inſomuch that all their 
Words ought to be conſidered as Oracles. 
Io begin with the latter; I obſerve firſt, 
That he does not promiſe a perpetual Inſpi- 
ration, but only upon certain Occaſions; 
%. when the Apoſtles ſhould be brought 
before the Tribunals of Judges. So that if 
there were nothing elſe in it, this Paſlage 
would not at all favour. the common Opini- 
on. But there is more in it; for it — 24 
deſtroys it. If Jeſus Chriſt had determined 
to give his Apoſtles the Holy Spirit to in- 
ſpire them perpetually, he would not have 
told them ſingly, that they ſhould not trou- 
ble themſelves for what they had to ſay be- 
fore the Judges, becauſe then the Spirit 
ſhould ſpeak in them. But he would have 
{aid that they need not fear that at any Time 
they ſhould want Words, becauſe the Holy 
Spirit ſhould accompany them without cea- 
ſing, as well before the Powers of the 
World, as when they ſhould ſpeak to the 
People. If a Man had a Deſign to ſupply 
another with Money for all his Expences ; 
would he ſay to him, Do not trouble your- 
ſelf to get Money for the Journies you are 
to take, for you ſhall then be ſupplied ? Ile 
would rather ſay to him, doubtleſs, that 7 

ſhould 
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ſhould not fear the want of Money, becauſe he 
ſhould be ſupplied conſtantly for all his Oc- 
caſions. A Man promiſes not for a particu- 
lar Occaſion, what he intends to give alike 
at all Times. And when a Man makes a 
icular Promiſe, it is a plain ſign that he 
intends to perform it but upon particular 
Occaſions. 1427 N \ 

In the ſecond Place; as I acknowledge 
that the Apoſtles may have had prophetick 
Inſpirations on certain Occafions, and that 
in effect they have had them; ſo I confeſs 
that I find my ſelf tempted to believe, that 
by theſe Words, The Holy Ghoſt fhall teach 
you in that Hour what ye aught to ſay : Or, as 
St. Matthew has expreſſed it, I is not ye that 
peak, it is the Spirit of your Heavenly Fa- 
ther that ſpeaks in you; 1 am, I fay, induced 
to believe, chat by theſe Words Chriſt 
meant no more than this; v/z. The Spirit 
of Courage and Holineſs, which the Goſpel 
produces in your Hearts, will teach ye what 
ye ought to ſay. That is, That the Apo- 
ſtles had no more to do, but to believe in 
the Goſpel, to be aſſured that the Diſpoſi- 
tion of Spirit which that Heavenly Doctrine 
would give them, would never let them 
want Words; not even when they were to 
defend themſelves before the Tribunals-of 
the greateſt Powers. That which inclines 
me to this Explication of Chriſt's Words, 
is, that in comparing this Promiſe with the 
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Event, it ſeems not to have been penformed 

in any other Senſe than that which I have 
now obſerved; and that neither onght it to 
be interpreted fo ſtrictly, as if on theſe Oe- 
caſions a Word "might not flip from the 
Apoftles, that was not — to the 
Spirit of the Goſpel. 

St. Luke tells us, t oxi. that St. Paul 
having been brought before the Sanbedrim, 
began to ſpeak after this manner; Men and 
Brethren; I buve di ved in all goa Conſcience 
lefore God until this (Day. Here is nothing 
yet that any one might not ſay without In- 
ſpiration; as neither üs there any thing but 
what is * ebnformable to the Goſpel. But 
what follows is à Sign of Paſſion, where- 
with St. Paul was neither wu. rer by the 
Spirit of Prophecy, nor the patient Spirit of 
the Goſpel. At that Word, ſays St. Luke, 
Ananias the Hi gh-Prieft commanded them that 
food by, to fſmaite him on the Mouth. The 
Apoſtle, .provoked by this Injuftice, anſwers 
him in great Heat, God ſinite thee, thou 
obited Wall. "For fitteft thou to judge me ac. 
cording to the Lat, and commanitet thou me 
to be ſmitten contrary to the Law? And they 
that flood by, ſays St. Lule, * to Paul, 
Paul, I wh not uber & 8 was rbe 

High- Pri: For it is woritten, Thou ſball nut 
ſpeak Evil of the Ruler of thy People. It is 


plain, 
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plain, me-thinks, that if the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy had inſpired St. Paul with the begin- 

ning of this Diſcourſe; it did not with the 
Anſwer he made the Higb-Prieſt, nor with 
the Excuſe he made afterward when they 
told him he was the Higb-Prieſt that he 
ſpoke to. He gave Sentence againſt him- 
felf by his Anſwer, ſuppoſing that he had 
known him who ordered him to be ſmitten, 
And the Excuſe itſelf is plainly but a bad 
one ; becauſe the Goſpel allows no reviling 
any Man, whether a Magiſtrate, or a pri- 
vate Man. Jeſus Chriſt, ſays St. Peter, has 
ſuffered for us, leaving us an Example that we 
ſhould follow his Steps; who wohen be was revi- 
led, reviled not again; when be ſuffered, 
threatned not, but committed himſelf to him 
that judgeth r1 ighteouſly. 

Neither do I believe that the Spirit of 
Prophecy inſpired St. Paul with what he 
ſaid afterward: At leaſt there is no Body 
who could not have faid as much, without 
Inſpiration. Now' St. Paul Anowtimg, fays 
the Hiſtorian, that the one Part were Sadu- 
cees, and the other Phariſees, cried out in the 
Council,” Men and Brethren, I am a Pharijee, 
the Son of a Phariſee ; of the Hope and Re. 
ſurrection of the Dead, I am called in W 
This Expreſſion alſo of St. Luke, (Paul 
knowing) it evidentiy implies, ul his 
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r 
Speech was an Effect of his Prudence, ra- 
ther than of prophetic Inſpiration. 

I am not the firſt that has made ſuch- 
like Obſervations. St. Jerome in his Dia- 
logue againſt the Pelagians, Lib. 3. brings 
in Atticus, who bears the Part of an 
Orthodox Doctor, ſpeaking of St. Paul; 
Do you think St. Paul, at that Time when. be 
writ, (the Cloak which I left at Troas, 
when thou comeſt bring with "thee, and the 
Books, but eſpecially the Parchments) did 
think of the Heavenly Myſteries, and not of 
the things uſeful to human Life, and neceſſary 
to the Body, &c? . The Apoſtle is fliruck by an 
Officer, and he falls foul upon the Higb-Prieſt 
that commanded him to be ſmitten : God ſhall 
{mite thee thou whited Wall. Where is that 
Patience of our Saviour, who, as a Lamb led 
to the Slaugbter opened not his Mouth, but an- 
fwered mildly to him that flruck him? If I 
have ſpoken Ill, convince me of the III; 
but if Well, why do you ftrike me? Ve 
do not detract from the Apoſtle, but we declare 
the Glory of our Lord; tho 'ſuffering' in the 
Fleſh, overcame the Difficulties and Weakneſſes 
of the Fleſh.” Not to mention what be ſays in 
another Place, Alexander, the Copper-ſmith, did 
me much Evil; the Lord, the Righteous Fudge, 
will reward him in that Day. It is true, St. 
Jerome elſewhere diſapproves a Part of that 
which he here makes his Orthodox Doctor 


F ſpeak; 
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peak ? but it is plain, at leaſt, that one 
mg ſpeak it wi 1 being guilty ot He- 
re 
Laſtly ; When we examine the Diſcourſes 
Which we have of Chriſt's Diſciples before 
different Judges, we may eaſily perceive 
that they ſpeak with much Piety and Cou- 
rage; but they ſeem not to ſay any thing 
which any one might not as well ſay with- 
4 Inſpiration. If we read the Hiſtories of 
thoſe that have been put to Death for Reli- 
gion in the laſt Ages, we ſhall find many 
that were not Prophets, making excellent 
Diſcourſes at their Trials, without any pre- 
vious Preparation. St. Stephen was fal of 
the Goſpel-Spirit, when be made the Ha- 
rangue we read in Acts vii. It ſeems neverthe- 
leſs, that he therein mixed divers Circumſtan- 
ces of Hiſtory, which were nothing to the Pur- 
poſe of the Matter he was ſpeaking about; and 
which neither can tolerably be reconciled. 
with the Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament. 
And indeed very * * Men have been of 
Opinion, that St. Stephen's Memory failed 
him. Mr. Cappel in his Spicilegium on Verſe 
16. fays; It is certain that in this place we 
ſhould read © Ts "Abpazy, and underſtand i- 
v, that it might not be ſaid Abraham, 
but his Grandchild Kb bought this Monument. 
Or we may ſay, that Stephen by the fault of 
his e confounded two Facts that were 
ſomewhat 
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ſomewhat alike, to wit, the Purchaſe made 
Abraham, Gen. wxiii. with that made 
Jacob, Gen. xxxiii. | 
However, it is no way incongruous, 
that by the Holy Spirit, or the Spirit of 
God, we ſhould underſtand the Spirit of 
Holineſs and Conſtancy, which the Goſpel 
gives; or ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind, as is 
an Effect of our Faith, We know it is a 
manner of peaking common in the Old 
and New Teſtament; and that the Hebrews 
by the Spirit of Fealouſy, the Spirit of Stu- 
hidity, the Spirit of Pear, the Spirit of Cou- 
rage, the Spirit of Meekneſs, &c. mean the 
different Diſpoſitions of Mind, that render a 
Man Jealous, Stupid, Fearful, Couragious, 
Meek, Sc. The Criticks have obſerved this 
long ago. | 
But you will here once again take Notice, 
that . I fay the Diſciples of Chriſt had 
not hetic Inſpirations, for anſwering 
before Tribunal of Judges, to the Ac- 
cuſations brought againſt them; I do not 
— thereby that it never ſo * but 
y that ordinari ſpoke without par 
roy Inſpi 5g 1 Conceive indeed, tha 
if one of had appeared before a Judge 
whoſe Lan he naturall et x, 4 
not, it would have been that God 
ſhould have dictated to him the proper 
TY ords 
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Words he was to make Uſe of. And 1 


doubt not but God has often done even that, 


n favour of ſuch of the Apoſtles as have 


preahol the Goſpel to barbarous Nations 


yond the Limits of the Roman Empire, 


and perhaps too ſometimes amongſt the Ro- 
mans and Greets. - 


However it be, it ſeems to me that if what 


J have been faying be duely conſidered, it 


muſt be granted that the Paſſages of St. 


. Luke and St. Matthew, where Chriſt promi- 


ſes his Spirit to his Diſciples, are not ſtrong 


enough to render the common W in- 
diſputable. 


We have now gone thro, Sir aac half 


the Writing which was given me concerning 


the Thoughts of Mr. N— on this Subject. 
A Subject, it were extremely to be wiſhed, 
that ſome able and judicious Perſon would 
undertake to handle thoroughly, in Oppoſi- 


tion to our Author, but without Heat and Paſ- 
Hon. This Opinion is maintained by Proofs 
and Arguments ſo ſtrong, that though I 
am ſenſible it may be rendered very odious, 
and that malicious Conſequences - may be 


drawn from it; yet muſt I confeſs I know 
not by what Principles it can be overthrown, 
And what gives this Author yet more Ad- 
vantage, is, That this Matter has been ſo 
oy handled, that all the Writings upon the 

| | deripture 
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Scripture to this Day afford us ſcarce any 
Light therein. A Man muſt fetch all out 
of his on Stock, to anſwer him, And it 
is no ſmall trouble to have one's Mind con- 
tinually exerciſed in clearing up the Difficul- 
tics of a Subject ſo little known, and giving 
clear Principles in ſo obſcure a Matter. 

I ſhould gladly be informed, Sir, of any 
in your Province, or elſewhere, that would 
undertake to clear it; for none of my 
Friends that I know of will engage in it. 
If you could prevail with any learned and 
moderate Divine to take that Taſk in hand, 
without that railing, which Divines are ſo 
prone to, when they know not which way to 
anſwer their Antagoniſt, you-would infinitely 
oblige thoſe who have read this Piece. 

We ſhall now. examine that Paſſage of 
St. John, When the Spirit of Truth ſhall come, 
he will lead you into all Truth. Interpreters 
obſerve, that we muſt not underſtand by 
All Truths, any others than thoſe, which the 
Apoſtles being ignorant of, made it neceſſary 
for them to know, that they might be able 
to acquit themſelves of their Charge. They 
received not the Holy Spirit, for inſtance, to 
learn the Being of a God; nor to be in- 
ſtructed in the Mathematicks. The firſt 
they already knew, the other they had no 
need of. i e e $107” e 
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Moſt Interpreters. think theſe Words de- 
note ſuch a perpetual Aſſiſtance of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, as made the Apoſtles abſolutely 
infallible. To know whether they have 
judged right, we muſt look into the Accom- 
pliſhment of the Promiſe ; which if it a- 
grees not with this Explanation of our Sa- 
viour's Words, we muſt try for another 
Senſe of it, and endeavour to find out 
wherein the Infallibility of the Apoſtle; 
conſiſts. 

It appears from a Story Acts xv. that the 
Apoſtles did not paſs in their -own Time 
for Perſons, whoſe every Word was an O- 
racle, as they are now reputed to have done. 
Some Jeus converted to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, not being able to ſhake off their an- 
cient Opinion concerning Ceremonies, would 
have had the Gentiles circumciſed : St. Paul, 
and St. Barnabas were againſt this; but 
their Authority was not ſufficient to put to 
filence the judaizing Chriſtians ; although 
St. Paul was no leſs an Apoſtle than thoſe 
choſen by our Lord himſelf while he was 
on Earth, yet they, would not believe him. 
The Church at YJeruſelem muſt be con- 
fulted. 

Again, the Apoſtles and Elders of the 
Chin. aſſembled to examine and deter- 
mine this Affair, diſpute a great * 

ä Ore 
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fore agree upon it; not till after 

had Naw Pb. St. Paul, St. _ 
and St. James, did the Aſſembly come to a 
Reſolution. If they had been indued with 
the Spirit of Infallibility, ſuch as we con- 
ceive of it now-a-days, they would have 
been all inſtantaneouſly of one Mind; and 
it would have been ſufficient to have charged 
one of them to give out the Oracle in the 
Name of the whole Aſſembly. | 

Before that, there happened likewiſe, a- 
nother thing which St, Luke relates, As x. 
whence it is very evident, that the Holy 
Ghoſt received on the Day of Pentecaſt, had 
not taught them all they ſhould have Oc- 
cation to know, (ſo far was it from ren- 
dring them at firſt infallible) and that they 
were not then conſidered as Perſons in no 
danger of falling into Error, as they have 
been ſince accounted ; St. Peter ſtood in 
need of a Viſion, as appears by the Story 
of Cornelius the Centurion, to learn that he 
ought nat to ſcruple preaching the Goſpel 
to the Gentiles; although Chrift had ordererl 
his Apoſtles before his Aſcenſion, 0 preach 
the Goſpel unto all Creatures ; whereby Gentiles 
as well as Jews were clearly denoted. 

St. Peter obeying the expreſs Order which 
he received from God, to preach the Goſ- 
pel to Cornelius, had no ſooner returned to 
Jeruſalem, but the faithful Ones of the Cir- 


cumciſion, 
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cumciſion, not dreaming that his Apoſtle. 
ſhip rendered him infallible difpute ' with 
him; and tell him, after a manner that 
ſhows that the Infallibility which we now 
attribute to him, was to them unknown, 
Thou wenteſt unto Men uncircumciſed, and 
didſt eat with them. ' © | 

Many Years probably after that, Peter 
being at Antioch, had not courage enough 
to maintain boldly, that the Jews might eat 
with the Gentiles without Scruple. For be- 
fore that certain Perſons came from James, he 
did eat with the Gentiles ; but when they were 
come he withdrew, and ſeparated himfelf, fear- 
ing them which were of the Circumcifion : And 
the other Jews diſſembled litewiſe with him, 
inſomuch that St. Paul obſerving, that they 
walked not uprightly, was obliged to tell Peter 
before them all, If thou being a Jew, live/t 
after the manner of Gentiles, and not as ds 
the Jews, why compelleſ# thou the Gentiles 7» 
live as do the Jews? It is ſaid that St. Peter 
was guilty of a Fault only in his Conduct, 

zd not in his Doctrine; that he believed 
and maintained the ſame with St. Paul, but 
that on this Occaſion he diſſembled his Opi- 
nion; and that he did not otherways con- 
ſtrain the Gentiles to live as the Jews, but 
in abſtaining to eat with them. The Gen- 
tiles, ſay they, ſeeing that St. Pefer did not 
eat with them becauſe they were 2 
| cued, 
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ciſed, did, by Reaſon of this his Conduct, 
believe themſelves obliged to be circumciſed, 
and conſequently to abſerve the other Cere- 
monies of the Law. They looked upon it 
as a Sin to continue uncircumciſed, ' becauſe 
St. Peter forbore to live familiarly with them 
on that Account; and on the contrary, that 
it was a Duty to obſerve the Circumciſion. 
So that it was by his Conduct only that St. 
Peter forced them to live as Jews. And in- 
deed it is true, that efficaciouſly engaging any 
one to do a Thing, after what manner ſo- 
ever it be, we are faid to force the Perſon to 
do it. See Gen. xix. 3. Luke xx1v. 19. 

I believe really that this is the beſt Ex- 
planation. But it proves clearly, that the 
metaphyſical Infallibility which is attributed 
to the Apoſtles, is not of apoſtolick Tradi- 
tion. For, in truth, to diſſemble a true 
Doctrine when they ought to preach it, and to 
ingage People in an Error by their Conduct, 
can be no leſs than a human Weakneſs, and 
which becomes not. thoſe who are looked 
upon as the ſimple Inſtraments of the Holy 
Spirit ſpeaking by their Mouths. © St. Peter's 
Conduct gave the Gentiles to underſtand, as 
well as if he had told it them, that they 
muſt obſerve the Circumciſion ; and to give 
them to underſtand it by forbearing to eat 
with them, was almoſt the fame Thing 
as to tell it them by Word of Mouth. Nay 

| G more 


S 
3 4 6 7 Lt 
* 5 ha gt e 1 
4 "= | 23 * 5 4 * "ww", OY. 2 * 
4 = 4 . 22% Cys 1 . > DOE 4 7 * . * 2 F FN. N \ A 8 8 * 71 
4 4 ihr ©; + f £7.58 
4 2 7 N ae. N ; + 1 0 1 7 
** 14 548 ? * A Cl R 4.97 * * * 7 * 11 £ 
. - , . _ w- . * . vp 


- 81] 
more, it is not unlikely that St. Peter belie- 
ved that this Diſſimulation was lawful, as 
well as St. Barnabas, and the other Jews 
who had followed his Example; otherwiſe | 
it is not credible that ſuch pious Men, who 
were the firſt Miniſters of the Goſpel, would 
have done it. And ſo we muſt confeſs that 
they were guilty of ſome Weakneſs even 
in Doctrine, although they ſoon recanted ; 
nor was it.of great importance. And 
There is likewiſe a very obſervable Diffe. 
rence in the Manner of Chriſt's ſpeaking, 
Who had received the Spirit without Meaſure, 
and that in which the Apoſtles expreſs 
themſelves ; whereas according to the com- 
mon Opinion it ought to be the ſame. If 
the ſame 8 pirit had rendered them infallible, 
they had a right to declare to the World the 
Doctrines of Salvation with the ſame Pow- 
er and Authority as Jeſus Chriſt. But the 
contrary we find in their Writings. Chriſt | 
ſpoke as one having Authority. | You have 
ard it was ſaid of old, &c. But I ſay unto 
you, &c. The A ſtles, on the contrary, 
ae that they fy nothing of themſelves, 
and refer ws to he Prophets, and to Jeſus 
Chrift : Ads xxvi. 22, 1 Cor, xi. 23, 
And what is yet of more Importance, is, 
that they diſtinguiſh very plainly that which 
they ſay of themſelves, from that which 


Chriſt ſaid, And wnto the married 1 
| command, 
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command, yet not I, but the Lord, &c. But 
to the reſt ſpeak I, not the Lord, &c. Says 
St. Paul 1 Cor. vii. 10, 12. which E 
would hardly have done, had he been aware 
that his Auditors had imagined his Words 
<qually infallible with the Words of Chriſt. 

Theſe Proofs ſeem to me ſufficiently con- 
vincing that the Apoſtles had not a conſtant 
Inſpiration, which might give their Words 
an indiſputable Authority. I.do not deny 
but they had many immediate. Inſpirations, 
many Heavenly Viſions ; as appears by the 
Ads, by the Revelations, as well as other 
Places of Scripture z nay, I am ſo fully per- 
ſuaded in this Matter, that I think him no 
good Chriſtian who doubts of it. But the 
Queſtion here is concerning an uniform, 
conſtant and ordinary Inſpiration; as it 
is commonly explained in the Divinity- 
Schools. | RE FF 

It may be you will ſay, there are as ma- 
ny Arguments for this ſort of Inſpiration 
and as ſtrong, as thoſe brought by me to 
ſhew the , contrary. The Apoſtles began 
their Letter, Acls xv. after this Manner, i 
has ſeemed good to the Holy Gba and to us. 
By which it appears, you will ſay, that they 
were filled with the Spirit of Infallibility, 
which dictated to them what they ought to 
ſay. I defire, firſt, that thoſe who ſay ſo, 
reconcile this Suppoſition with the Diſpute 
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that was among the 1 before they 
came to this cluſion. In the fecond 
place: It is not likely, that if the Holy 
Ghoſt had poſſeſſed them in ſuch a manner, 
that they had been only ſimple Inſtruments 
whereby He expreſſed his Will, they ſhould 
have placed themſelves in equal Rank with 
Him; they would have faid fimply, It 
has appeared good to the Holy Ghoſt, who 
ſpeaks by us. What Prophet ever ſaid, it 
eemed good to God and to me? In the 
third place: Suppoſe: here, as the Critics 
lay, a Figure by which one and the fame 
thing is expreſſed by two Words; and that 
this manner of ſpeaking amounts to no more 
than this, It has ſeemed good to us cb are fill 
of the Holy Gb: The al Infpiration 
contended for, cannot be hence concluded. 
The Apoſtles and all the Church of Jeru- 
ſalem were animated by the Spirit of the 
Goſpel, without being continually full of 
the Spirit of Prophecy. If it were other- 
wiſe, we muſt be forced to conclude that 
the whole Church of Yeruſalem, not only 
the Apoſtles, but Elders of the Church, and 
all thoſe that were aſſembled, were perpe- 
tually accompanied with a ops it of Infalli- 
bility ; which no body ever 7 ſaid, nor 
4s it at all likely. In the fourth place: The 
Concluſion of the Letter is too weak for 
n One of a poſitive Law. FRO 
* WHICH 
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wHICK YOU SHALL DO WELL TO KEEP 
y OUR SELVES.. A Prophet under the Old 
Teſtament would have faid, Hum wherh 
kzep your elves; for ſo faith the Lord, "whoſe 
— you cannot 4 without 
your own Deſtruction, &c. 

Some may alſo here object the Spirit uf 
Miracles and Tongues, "which the Apoſtles 
received the Day of Pentecoft. . But the 
Effuſion of that miraculous Spirit did not 
neceſſarily render all thoſe that received it 
infallible in Doctrine: Otherwiſe all the 
Chriſtians of that Time had been infallible. 
The Church of Corintb had received the 
Holy Ghoſt, as appears by the Epiſtles di- 
rected to it by St. Pu; and fo d not 
have needed that Apoſtle s Inſtructions, be- 
cauſe it had a great Number of infallible 
Perſons within itſelf : But it appears, on the 
contrary, that it needed his Inſtructions, 
not only to correct its Vices, but alſo to 
reſolve ts Doubts, and even to in its 
Errors. 

Thus' then the Spirit of Miracles not is 
ing accompanied with Infallibility, it cannot 
be concluded, becauſe the Apoſtles received 
that Spirit the Day of Pentecoſt, that 
became as Gods; and were out of all dan- 
ger of ever falling into the leaſt Error. But 
what fignify then theſe Words; When the 
Spirit of Truth ſhall come, he will lend your in- 


10 
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fo all Truth? This 8 pirit of Truth is it 
not the miraculous 8 pl which the Apoſtle 
received ? 

I have already obſerved that theſe Words 
cannot be underſtood rigorouſly, as if the 
Apoſtles had known all Sciences. I muſt 
add further, that there is ſomething extreme. 
ly figurative in them; as appears by the fol- 
lowing Words; For be ſball not ſpeak of bim- 
ſelf, but whatſoever be ſhall bear, that be ſhall 
ſpeak ; and he ſhall ſhew you things to come. 
He ſhall glorify me, for he ſhall receive of 
mine, and ſhall fhew it unto you. All things 
that the Father hath are mine ; therefore fad 
I that be ſhall tale of mine, and ſbew it unto 
you. What Opinion ſoever a Man may en- 
tertain concerning the Holy Spirit, it is 
plain that theſe Words cannot be taken pro- 
perly, as if the Holy Spirit had heard 
God, or Jeſus Chriſt, that with which he 
ought to inſpire the Apoſtles. 

The moſt ſimple Senſe, and moſt con- 
formable to the Accompliſhment of thisPro- 
miſe, which can be given to theſe Words, 
is, to my thinking this. I ſhould explain 
many things to you more clearly than I have 
done, but you are not yet in Condition to receive 
them as you ſhould. When you. ſhall have recei- 
wed the Spirit of 7 will teach you 
the reſt that yeu ought to know ; either by Vi- 
Somers or by . you call to Mind that ow 
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7 have told you ; fo that he will make you un- 
derftand the Senſe,” and will teach you what y 
ought to do afterwards. To ſpeak' properly, he 
will tell you nothing new ; he will but recal 
into your Memory, to make you better under- 
and it, the Doctrine of my Father , which 
is the ſame that I have taught you ; and which 
1 may alſo call my Doctrine, becauſe my Father 
has charged me to preach it, as the only Doc- 
tor of bis Church. | \ 
The Holy Spirit ed the Apoſtles into all 
Truths; and took that which was Chriſt's, 
avithout ever ſpeaking of himſelf ; making 
them call to mind all that they had forgot- 
ten; and making them underſtand on many 
Occaſions, even by extraordinary Revela- 
tions, that which Chriſt had ſaid to them, 
and which they then underſtood not. This 
is plainly that which Chriſt teaches us in 
theſe Words ; Theſe things have I ſpoken unto 
you, being yet preſent with you. But the Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, wwhom the Fa- 
ther will. ſend in my Name, be ſhall teach 
you ALL THINGS, AND BRING ALL 
THINGs TO YOUR REMEMBRANCE, 
WHATSOEVER I HAVE SAID UNTO 
vou, John xiv. 25. Theſe laſt Words ap- 
parently explain the foregoing, He ſball 
teach you all Things. $ 
In effect, there is nothing in the Doctrine 
of the Apoſtles, which Chriſt had not told 
them ; 
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them; and in leaving them, he gave them 
no other Order for the preaching of the 
Goſpel, but 70 teach all People to obſerve all 
thoſe Things which be had d them. 
And the Apoſtles often obſerve, that it was 
not till after they had received the Holy 
Spirit, that they remembred, and under. 
ſtood many things which Chriſt had told 
them when he was here below. Theſe thing; 
underſtood not the Diſciples at the firſt, ſays St. 
Jobn xii, 16. but when Jeſus was entered in- 
to bis Glory, then remembered they that theſe 
things were written of him. See the ſame 
Evangeliſt, ii. 22. and As xi. 16, 

This is, in my Opinion, the Senſe of 
Chriſt's Words; at leaſt I find rothing a- 
mong the Interpreters, that anſwers ſo well 
to the Event ; which thoroughly convinces me 
that Chriſt muſt have meant ſome ſuch 
thing. For when all is done, whatever may 
be faid, the Promiſe ought to be underſtood 
by its correſpondency with the Accompliſh- 
ment, and there is no better Interpreter of 
Prophecies than their Execution. 

This being the caſe, the Infallibility of 
the Apoſtles, according to my Judgment, 
conſiſted in this. They knew clearly the 
general Principles of the Jeiſb Religion, 
which had been taught them from their 
Cradle; they had heard Chriſt often tell 
what the Goſpel added to Judaiſm ; or if 
ae you 
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you will, Chriſt had explained to them 
more clearly the Will of God, and had 
ſhown them the Errors of the Phariſees ; 
He had inſtructed them concerning the Me 
/iah, and had made appear to them by ma- 
ny Proofs, that himſelf was HE; God 
had raiſed him from the Dead, and they 
had converſed with him after his Reſurrec- 
tion; and in the laſt place, they had ſeen 
him aſcend into Heaven, from whence he 
aſſured them he would come one Day to 
indge the Quick and the Dead. Th 
preached faithfully. what they had heard, 
what they had ſeen with their Eyes, what 
| they had obſerved with Attention, and what 
they had touched with their Hands. And 
all this they could declare and preach with- 
out any Miſtake. For the Doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt was compriſed in a few Articles, ſuf- 
ficiently plain to be underſtood, and conſe- 
quently eaſy to be remembered. Thus they 
related infallibly what they had ſeen and 
heard; and therein it is that their Infallibi- 
lity conſiſted. The Spirit of Miracles which 
Chriſt ſent them, might alſo ſtrengthen their 
Memories, and open their Minds in a way 
we. comprehend not. But it is certain, as 
has been made appear, that this Spirit di- 
rected them not-in ſo miraculous a Cer: 
as to make it neceſſary for us to regard all 
they ſaid or writ with the ſame Veneration 
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as the Words of Jeſus Chriſt, the only 
Maſter, the only infallible Doctor that ever 
was amongſt Men; the only myſtical Ark, 
in which the Godhead dwelt bodily, from 
whence proceeded nothing but Oracles. 

It may be aſked, Was there not a pofii- 
bility that the Apoſtles might abandon the 
Truth of the Goſpel, and preach a falt: 
Doctrine; and if it might be ſo, how we 
can be aſſured that they were not Deceivers ? 
It muſt be owned, that though it was very 
unlikely, after having received ſo many II- 
luminations and Graces, they ſhould fall 
into Apoſtacy; yet was it not abſolutely 
impoſſible. But in that caſe God would ne- 
ver have approved by Miracles the Doctrine 
they taught ; and thereby it is that we may 
be certain they were no Seducers. During 
their Time, many falſe Prophets crept in 
among the Chriſtians ; but they were ſoon 
diſcovered, becauſe they could not confirm 
by Miracles, a Doctrine contrary to that of 
the Apoſtles, which was eſtabliſhed by an 
infinity of Wonders. By thoſe Prodigics 
it appeared, that the Apoſtles declared no- 
thing but what was conformable to the Will 
of God, nor any thing that could be hurt- 
ful to Piety ; for it is impoſſible God ſhould 
favour a Doctrine which would turn Men 
from Holineſs ; nor muſt not believe, as ob- 
ſerved already, that becauſe God wrought 
| : Miracles 
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Miracles in favour of any Perſon, it there- 
fore follows, that all Things pronounced by 
that Perſon, were directly from Inſpiration, 
and ought to be received as the infallible De- 
cifions of one that never errs. Provided that 
Perſon maintained the Subſtance of the Goſ- 
pel, and ſaid nothing but what conduced to 
Picty, God would not ceaſe to bear Witneſs 
to his Doctrine, although all his Reaſonings 
were not Demonſtrations. God defired not 
that this Mark of his Approbation ſhould 
be interpreted, as if he had thereby declared 
that all the Words of thoſe that had mira- 
culous Gifts, were to be received as Oracles. 


The firſt Epiſtle to the Corznthians will fully 
convince us in this, 

That there is mention made in this E- 
piſtle of ſome miraculous Gifts, which ſeem 
to have been pure Inſpirations ; and which 
ought to make the Speakers attended unto, 
as if they were the ſimple Interpreters of 
the Holy Spirit, I readily acknowledge rhe 
Spirit, ſays St. Paul, 1 Cor, vii, 8. gives 10 
one the Word f Wiſdom, to another the Word 
of Knowledge. It ſeems as if he meant 
thereby the Gift of prophecying ; that is to 
ſay, of inſtructing dies in Piety; of which 
he ſays many things in the xivth Chapter of 
the fame Epiſtle, - This ſeems contrary to 
what IT have been ſaying concerning the In- 
ſpiration of the Apoſtles, and I conſeſs I 
cannot ſee how, according to my Notion, 
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this Difficulty can be clearly ſalved, I might 
ſay that this Gift of Prophecy was perhaps 
no other than a Diſpoſition of Mind, which 
God ſometimes beſtowed on thoſe who 
were to become Inſtructors ; although he 
infpired them not extraordinarily with that 
which they were to ſay ; which 1s the more 
likely, as this Gift was preſerved and increa- 
ſed by Study and Reading; as appears by 
thoſe Words of St, Paul to Timothy, Firit 
Epiſtle Chap. iv. 13, &c, Until come, give 
thy ſelf to Reading, to Exhbortation, to Inſiruc- 
tion: Neglect not the Grace which is in thee, 
which was given thee by Prophecy, through the 
Impofition of the Preſbytery : Meditate on theſe 
things, be akways imployed, to the end thy Im- 
Frovement may be known of all Men, Now it 
is plain that the Gifts which are owing to 
an actual and immediate Inſpiration of the 
Holy Spirit, ſuch as curing Diſeaſes, &c, 
could not be increaſed by Application of 
Mind, as not depending upon Man in any 
ſort. The moſt affiduous Study cannot con- 
tribute any thing to prophetick, or immedi- 
ate Revelations, 

This Conjecture ſeems probable enough. 
And indeed I fee no other way of explain, 
ing what St. Paul ſays to 2 But 
without determining any thing concerning 
the Gift of Prophecy, it appears plainly by 
what St, Paul ſays, 1 Cor. xiv. that it Fran 
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ſiſted not in an immediate Revelation of the 
Holy Spirit, that forced the Prophets to 
ſpeak, He there gives them this Advice; 
Let the gay ſpeak two or three, and Jet 
another ju bid if if any thing be revealed to 
one of tho 27 that 77 Pg let the firſt bold bis 
Peace; for ye = all Prophecy one by one, to 

he End, that al 


are ſubject to the Prophets, The Prophets 


whom the Holy Spirit had inſpired immedi- 


ately with what they ought to ſay, had no 
need of this Advice. Nay it had been ridi- 
culous: For the Holy Spirit inſpiring them 
with what they had to ſay, would have in- 
ſpired them likewiſe as to the Occaſion and 
the Place, and would* not have put many 
Perſons on ſpeaking at one Time in the 
ſame Place, nor ſo as to interrupt others 
who ſpake by his Inſpiration. Moreover St. 


Paul would have — 5 Prophets judge one a- | 


ollen, and that the Spirits of the Prophets 
be ſubject to the Prophets ; which cannot be 
nde of Prophets immediately inſpi- 
red, who are ſubject to none but God, and 
who are to give Account to none but him. 
The Prophets of the Old Teſtament ſpoke 
as long as God inſpired them; after which 


they held their Peace, without needing: 
any Advertiſement ; becauſe they eaſily ay 


ceiyed when the Inſ piration cue. 
We 


may learn, and all may ble 


comforted : And the pirits of the Prophets 
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We may now conclude ; I believe that no 
one but our Saviour, had a conſtant and 
perpetual Inſpiration, and all whoſe Words 
we ought to receive as Oracles. As he was 
the only one amongſt Men incapable of fin- 
ning, he alone it was whom God indowed 
with abſolute Infallibility. 'The fame Light 
perpetually enlightening his Mind, regulated 
the, Motions of his Aﬀections ; otherwiſe 
how can we conceive him not ſubje& to 
Error, had he been ſubject to Sin. So great 
a Correſpondence 1s. there between the Mind 
and the Affections, that it is hardly poſſi- 
ble any Irregularity ſhould be in the one, 
without a Diſorder in the other, 

But to convince you, I am not the firſt 
Author of this Opinion, or that a defire of 
appearing ſingular, or an Affectation of No- 
velty has ingaged me in this Notion ; I muſt 
inform you, that ſome great Men have been 
of the ſame Mind before me. St. Jerome 
makes this Obſervation upon the fafth Chap- 
ter of the Prophet Micab, in ſpeaking of 
this Paſſage ; And thou Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thouſands of Ju- 
dah, Sc. which St. Matthew cites otherwiſe 
than it is either in the Hebrew or Septuagint 
Some, ſays he, affirm there is the like Error 
in almoſt all the Teſtimonies taken out of the 
Old Teftament ; that either the Order is changed, 
or the Words, and that ſometimes the Senſe it 


felf 
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If differs; the Apoſtles or Evangeliſis not 
AY bing the Teſtimonies out of 4 Book, 
but truſting. to their Memory which ſometimes 
failed them. It is true, St. Jerome ſays not 
that he approves this Opinion, but he makes 
it appear elſewhere, that he is not very far 
from it. In his Letter to Pammachius (de 
optimo genere interpretandi) of the beſt way 
of interpreting; he gathers together many 
Examples of the New Teſtament, by which 
he ſhews that the Apoſtles tie themſelves 


more to the Senſe than to the Words; and 


maintains, with good Reaſon, that we ſhould 
not play the Criticks on them for it, nor 
even for the Places where they have miſta- 
ken Names. After having compared the 
Quotation, Matthew xxvii. g. with the Ori- 
ginal, he adds; One may accuſe the Apoſtle 
of Falfity in that he agrees neither with the 
Hebrew nor with the Septuagint ; and which 
's more, that he is miſtaken in the Name, put 
ung Jeremy for Zachary. He ſeems indeed 
cl{ewhere to diſapprove. that Opinion; but 
it is not unuſual with him to accommodate 
himſelf to the received Opinion, and yet 
not omit to give his own ; without any con- 
cern whether he contradicted himſelf or no. 
When he ſpeaks as others do, you are not 
o conclude that he is of the ſame Opinion, 
becauſe he may happen to ſpeak ſo by way 
of Condeſcenſion; whereas when he ſays 


the 
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the contrary, it ſeems rather that he ſpeaks 
his own Thoughts. You need only read 
what he ſays of the Diſſimulation which he 
attributes to St. Peter and St. Paul (in his 
Commentary upon the ſecond Chapter of 
the Epiſtle to the Galatians, and in his An- 
ſwer to St. Aufiin) to be convinced that he 
believed St. Paul by a Prudence purely hu- 
man (which he calls a Diſpenſation) pre- 
tended to believe that St. Peter was in the 
wrong; inſomuch that when St. Paul ſays 
that St. Peter was to be reproved, becauſe he 
walked not uprightly according to the Truth o 
the Goſpel; it was not that he believed ſo, 
but only to hinder the converted Gentilbs 
from imitating that Apoſtle. I fay not that 
St. Jerome was here in the right; but at 
leaſt it hereby appears, that he believed not 
that the Apoſtles were moved by a perpetu- 
al Inſpiration to write what they did. We 
may join with St. Jerome, Origen (from 
whom he had this Opinion concerning the 
Diſpenſation that he attributes to theſe two 
Apoſtles) and divers Greek Fathers, who - 
alſo followed Origen; as St. Jerome writing 
to St. Auſtin obſerves, in the Apology he 
makes for this Part of his Commentary. 

Thus you ſee that the moſt able Interpre- 
ters of Scripture, Chriſtian Antiquity has fur- 
niſhed us with, have been of the ſame Opini- 


on withme. Imayalſoſay, thatthe moſt — 
e 
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ed Criticks of theſe laſt Ages have believed the 
ſame thing, ſince Eraſmus and Grotius have 
publickly maintained it ; thoſe two great 
Men, who are beyond diſpute in the. firſt 
Rank amongſt the Moderns that have con- 
cerned themſelves in writing on the Bible, 
(A orum ſe pectore tota Vetuſias Condi- 

dit, & major collettis viribus exit. 
Eraſmus upon the ſecond Chapter of St. 
Matthew ſays thus, St. Jerome abbors the Im- 
putation of PFalſhood to the Apoſtles, not that 
of flips of Memory. Nor is the Authority of 
the Scripture therefore queſtionable, - becauſe they 
differ in Words' or Senſe, as long as the Mam 
of the Matter treated of, and that whereon 
our Salvation depends, is clear. For as. the 
divine Spirit, which governed the Minds of the 
Apoſtles, ſuffered them to be ignorant -of ſome 
things, to make Miſtakes, and to err (ether 
in Judgment or Affection) without any Damage 
4% the Goſpel ; nay it improves that failing to 
the help of our Faith; fo it is not unlikely that 
it fo influenced the Faculty of their Memory, 
that though ſomething after the Manner of 
Men might eſcape them, yet they ſhould not only © 
derogate from the Credit of the Holy Scripture, 
but might even gain Credit to it, with thoſe 
who otherwiſe might be apt to. ſlander it as 
written by Confederacy. Of this ſort is that 
of putting one Name for another, which Jerome 
confeſſes to be ſomewhere done; or of relating 
: * | things 
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things out of Order, &c. Cbriſt only is fliled ub 
Truth, He abne was free from all Error. He 
fays alſo upon Atts x. Neither do I think 


neceſſary to attribute r * that was in 
the . les to a Mira were Men, 


ſome things they were ignorant of, in ſome they 
were miſtaken. He maintains likewife the 


ſame Opinion at large in his Epiſtle, (Lib. 2. 
= 6.) a inſt Eckius, who had blamed 
| him in a Letter he had written to him; 
and he thus coticludes all that Matter; CH 
fuffered bis own to err, even after they bad 
received the Comforter ; but without danger 
of apoftatizing from the Fundamentals of the 
Chriſtian Faith; even as at this Day vue con- 
feſs the Church may err without that Danger. 
And to conclude ; how do you know," e 
Chri/t <would not that this complete. Praiſe 
Rods ers himſelf, who ſtiles himſelf 
alone, the Truth ? As he alone vas without Spot 
or Blemiſh of Sin, atcording to the Opinion 
of the 7 6 ſo perhaps be * Was 8 
all Exception true. 

Nothing could be nid more fully up- 
on this Subject. And Grotrus, — be 
ſpeaks not ſo plain, is not wanting to 
explain himſelf ſufficiently ; giving us to 
underſtand, that every thing the Apoſtles 
faid was not, in his Opinion, immediately 
inſpired. Paul, ſays he, in his Appendix 
to 438 Commentary 83 Anti-Chrift, 


in 
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in two places, 1 Thefſ. ive 14. and 2 Cor. xv. 
22. ſpeaking of the Refurrecion, divides theſe 
that are to riſe again into tus kinds ;, thoſe who 
are already dead, and thoſe who ſhall be alive at 
that timo: But of- this Jaſt Number. he makes 
bimſelf one, ufing this Pronoun We: And in 
[hat to the Corinthians, We that ſhall be aliue; 
as much as ta ſay, be made account that te 


Reſurrection would bappen within the time 


Lie; ſpeaking herein not dogmatically, bus 
0 Ye as he does alſo concerning bis 
fourney into Spain, Rom. xv. 28. and Fre- 
quently in other Places. As not the Propbets, 
% neitber bad the Apofiles, conſtant Revelations 
in all things: And the: things in awhieb; they 
had not received Revelation, of thoſe they ſpeak 
conjeturally as other Men. We have Examples 
{hereof,, 1 Sam. xvi. 6. 2 Sam. vii. 3. 


* 


The ableſt Divine among the Arminians 


was alſo of this Opinion. , pic ra; 
. ſegking. it. Tier re ee 
if you are not at Leiſure, or Sect. r. §. 4. 5. 
want convenience, I will 23%, 7: 

tranſcribe ſome of the Words : I is not ab. 
ſurd to grant (ſays he) that the Holy Spirit 
may have left. the Writers of the ſacred Books 
{9 the common. Condition of Mankind, and to 
their own Frailty, in relating. thoſe. things that 
belonged. to. the Circumſtance of a. att," far 
which @ due Knowledge and Memory was fuf- 


ficient ; even alths that was ſubjett to Jangs 
e 
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He fays alſo a little lower; I is better, and 
would perhaps cauſe leſs Scandal, to acknowledge 
freely and willingly a hight failing of Memory 
(that ſo we may not ſeem to favour things 
reſted and abſurd) rather than to make uſe of 
abſurd Interpretations in excuſeof tighter failings. 
Otherwiſe the Suſpicion of a failing is not only 
not avoided, but it is increaſed ; and becaufe 
the Fault is not acknowledged, it ſeems as if 
Truth were not in good earneſt ſought by 1s, 
but that Obſtinacy were for ſome Reaſon or 6- 
tber made Uſe of ; which ought to be looked ub. 
on as the greateſt Reproach imaginable to Pro- 
 feſſors of the Chriſtian Religion. He ſhows 
ds, That it follows not, becauſe the 
Apoſtles might be deceived in things of 
ſmall Importance, that therefore they could 
fall into any conſiderable Error for want of 
Memory: And the chief Reaſon he gives 
is, That the fundamental Doctrines depend 
not on a Circumſtance, which they could 
forget; nor have they any thing in them 
obſcure, or hard to be retained ; Which is fo 
true, ſays he, that I make no Di to 
affirm, That if any one ſays there is a Senſe 
in the Scripture neceſſary to Salvation, which 
appears at firſt contrary to Reaſon, ue ought 
thereby to judge he attributes to the Scripture a 
Senſe it had not. And this is what ] believe, 
and am convinced of by reading the ſacred 


[ 61 ] DP ING 
I confeſs that the greateſt Part of Divines 

are now-a-days of a different Opinion. But 
as I defire not to oblige any one to approve 
my Judgment by the Authority of thoſe I 
have quoted, ſo neither do I hold my ſelf 
obliged to ſubmit to the Authority of a 
crowd of learned Men, who only fay 
the ſame thing one after the other, without 

cver examining or bringing Reaſons for it. 
Two things however are obſervable here 
of very great Importance, which are not 
commonly reflected on: The firſt is, That 
in one Controverſy which we have with the 
Roman Church, our Divines all agree, that 
we ought not to have ſo much regard to 
Words as Things; for, upon Suppoſition 
that in the apocryphal Books there is no- 
thing contrary to Piety, they ſay that the 
Controverſy about them is not confiderable. 
Now if there be no danger in believing Ex- 
preſſions to be divine that have nothing in 
them but human, when the Doctrines there- 
in contained are not contrary to the revealed 
Truth; What danger can there be in belie- 
ving that any Truths which we acknow- 
icdge to be Divine, are expreſſed in Terms 
not divinely inſpired ? The fame Reaſon 
that makes us believe there is no danger in 
the one, perſuades us alſo there is none in 
the other. It is becauſe we are not ſaved by 
the Words, but by the Things. = 
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The other Obſervation is, That we re. 
ceive among the Canonical Books of the 
New Teſtament, Writings whoſe Authors 
are not well known; which we could not 
do, if we thought it neceſſary, in receiving 
a Book as Canonical, to be aſſured that c- 
very Word was inſpired ; ſince to be affured 
thereof we ought to have evident Proof that 
a Man inſpired by God was the Author of 
that Book: For inſtance, it is not known 
who writ the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, - whe- 
ther it were an Apoſtle, or ſome Diſciple 
of the Apoſtles ; ſo that we cannot deter- 
mine whether the Words of that Epiſtle 
were inſpired or not. Nevertheleſs it is re- 
ceived; becauſe it was certainly written in 
the Apoſtles Time, and contains nothing but 
what is entirely conformable to their Doc- 
trine. Thus it is commonly eſteemed of 
little Importance, whether the Words are 
divinely inſpired or no, provided the Things 
expreſſed be true. And thus we ſee, that 
in truth Divines are generally very favour- 
able to the Opinion here maintained, with- 
out being aware of it, at the ſame Time. 
It is unneceſſary to inſiſt much in pro- 
ving that God has not always dictated to the 
Apoſtles the very Words that they uſed, 
when it is evident he did not always dic- 
tate to them the Things. Not that I make 
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any doubt but he has often revealed to them 


the Things, and even inſpired them with 
the very Words, as in the Prophecies where 
there Was need to remember divers Names, 
and when they ſpoke ſtrange Languages, 
Tho' it may nevertheleſs be 10 ed, that 
(as to what concerns the Gift © Ton gues) 
God diſpoſed at onee che Brains of them 
that received it, in ſuch a manner that they 
could without trouble join certain Sounds to 
certain Ideas; juſt as they would have done 
had they been uſed to ĩt from their Infancy ; 
and that afterwards they were left at Liberty 
to make uſe of thoſe 'new Languages juſt 
as they ſhould think fit. And th thoſe 
that learned by Inſpiration the Languages 
of the Medes; for Example, had their 
Brains difpoſed in the fame manner as they 
would have had if they had learned that 
Language from their Infancy, and could 
make uſe of it as eaſily as their Mother- 
Tongue. At leaſt it is evident that ſome 
who had received this miraculous Gift did 
{ometimes abuſe it; Which they would not 
have done, if they never had ſpoken thoſe 
Languages but by preſent immediate Inſpi pr 
ration. See 1 Cor. xiv. © 
But without determining that Point, I 
am of Opinion with Eraſmus, that the A- 
py never learned the Greek they uſed by 
nſpiration ; becauſe they would certainly 
have 
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have ſpoke it like the Native Grecian: ; 
whereas they mixed with it a world of 
Hebraiſms, as the French that ſpeak Latin 
do Galliciſms. See Eraſmus upon Acts x. 
Not that I believe, neither, that they had 
learned the Greek Language by the Com- 
merce they had with the Greeks during the 
Functions of their Charge, as Eraſmus 
thought probable : It is more likely they 
they had learned it from their Infancy. ; For 
St. Paul who was born in GCikca, where 
they ſpoke nothing but Greek, undoubtedly 
had learned it young; but he corrupted it 
afterwards by his long dwelling in Judea ; 
where beſides the Greek they ſpake a broken 
Chaldee, whoſe Diale& mixing with the Greek 
rendered it obſcure and difficult, ſuch as is 
the Stile of that Apoſtle. 
The others that were born in Judea had 
learned it alſo from their Infancy, as it was 
commonly there ſpoken; that is to ſay, ex- 
tremely corrupted by the ancient Language 
of the Country, which was ſtill ſpoken 
there, as appears by divers Places of the 
New Teſtament. This Eraſmus has obſer- 
ved in the Places already cited: When I ex- 
cuſe the Apoſtles, ſays he in his Letter to Ec- 
kius, who learned their Greek not from the 
| Orations of Demoſthenes, but from the Di/- 
courſe of the common People, I deny not their 
Gift of Tongues ; nor dbes it thence follow * 
| they 
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they might not learn Greek by common Converſe. 
Aſfuredly they learned the Syriac common 
Comverſe, and why not the Greek? For (by 
means of Alexander the Great, and the Roman 
Entire) Agy Pb and the greater part of Sy- 


ria, and all the leſſer Aſia, nay almoſt all the 
aſt, as Jerome ſays, ſpoke Greek. And I can 
er think that the Holy Spirit made them för- 
2-7 rchat they had formerly learned. The Greek 
Language then was ſpoken in Judba, toge- 
ther with the antient Language which the 
v5 brought from Babylon, that is to ſay, 
the Chaldean ; but corrupted in proceſs of 
Time, as the French and Flemiſh are ſpoke 


together now=-a-days in Flanders. And as 


the French they now ſpeak in Flanders is full 
of the Flemiſh Dialect, and of Terms un- 
known in France, ſo the Greek of Judea 
was heretofore full of Chaldaiſms, and of 
harbarous ways of ſpeaking, which un- 
doubtedly muſt offend the Ears of the Gre- 
CLANS. | - Wh 
The Hiſtory of the A#s of the Apoſtles, 
that informs us in ſeveral Places, that Hebrew 
or Chaldean was ſpoken in Judea, tells us alſo 
that they made Uſe of another Language, 
which could be no other than Greek. St, Luke 
obſerves, As xxii. that St. Paul haranguing 
the Jews, began to ſpeak to them in Hebrew 
and that when they 2 
'2 the Hebrew Tongue, they kept the more 
K Silence; 


ard that he ſpake to them 


66 
Silence; by which we underſtand that he 
might have 1 to the People in another 
Language; for otherwiſe there had been 
no ground for the Obſervation that they 
liſtned more attentively, when they perceived 
he ſpake Hebrew ; ſince that in ſpeaking 
any other Language except Hebrew, they 
could not have underſtood him. It appears 
then that Greek was the Language ſpoke in 
Judea, and it is likely Pilate ſpoke Greek to 
our Lord, and that our Lord anſwered him 
in the ſame. The People only preferred 
the Language of the Country to = Greek 
which was leſs antient, and which they 
had never learned but by Force, by means of 
the Kings of Syria that tyrannized over 
them ; and ſo ſpoke it yery incorrectly. 

It is true, ſome of the Jews ſpoke the 
Greek in it's Purity ; but they were ſuch as 
were born in Countries were only Gree} 
was ſpoken, as Philo; or they had acquired 
a Habit of ſpeaking good Greek by reading 
or ſtudying, as Jeſepbus. So at this Day 
there are Walloons that ſpeak French very 
well, (altho' the generality of that People 
ſpeak it extremely ill) becauſe they have ta- 
ken much pains to correct in themſelves 
the Faults committed by others, either 
by applying themſelves to reading, or by 
travelling in France. Theſe Jews born 8 

the 


. 
che Countries where the Greek Tongue only 
was uſed, underſtood neither the antient 
Hebrew, nor the Hebrew ſpoken at that 
Time in Juden. They uſed in their Syna- 
gogues the Septuagint Verſion, and becauſe 


they ſpoke nothing but Greet, they were 


called the Hellenift Fews. Salmafius, in his 
Book of the Hellenift Tongue, againſt Heinfrus, 
ſhows that theſe J7eus ſpoke very good 
Greek; and that it is very abſurd in ſome 
learned Men to imagine there was an Helle- 
nit Tongue; as if the Hebrews that knew 
not their own Language, had a particular 
one different from that of the Places where 
they dwelt; and that this Language was that 
of the Septuagint and of the New Teſta- 


ment. If a Name were to be given to this 


corrupted Greek, it ſhould rather be called 
Hebraiftic ; ſince it is full of Hebraiſms, or 
Chaldaiſms. But as the Language of the 
Wallons, or of ſome of the Provinces of 


France, cannot paſs for a particular Lan-- 
guage, being no more than a corrupted . 


French,. ſo neither ought the barbarous Greek 
of Tudea to paſs for a Language by it (elf, 
different from the Greek Language. 

What wonder is it then that the Apoſtles 
{ſhould in their Writings uſe the Greek 
Tongue improperly ? when they had either 
lived a good part of their Lives in Judea, 
or were born 


K 2 them- 


there, without ever applying 
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themſelves to learn it in any Perfection, 
or to f. it in Purity. St. Paul him 
ſelf, who was born in a Town that 
ſpoke nothing but Greek, had fo corrup- 
ted his Speech by living in Fudea, that 
he confeſſes, he was ignorant in the Language, 
2 Cor. x1. 6. as ſufficiently 1 by all 
his Epiſtles, the Greek whereof is very dif- 
ferent from that of Joſephus. And there- 
fore the Greek Fathers have complained of 
the Obſcurity of his Stile, of the Barbariſins 
therein, and of apparent Confuſion in the 
order of his Diſcourſes; and thoſe Who 
very readily underſtood Plato and Demaſilenes, 
were obliged, as Eraſmus judiciouſly ob- 
ſerves, to take great pains to underſtand St. 
Paul. We need only to compare hisStile with 
that of any Greek Author, to convince us, 
that this Apoſtle applied himſelf not much 
to the Greek Eloquence. 14 

We ſee then the Holy Spirit inſpired not 
the Apoſtles with the Expreſſions they were 
to uſe; if ſo, St. Paul could not have ſaid, 
he was ignorant in the Language. He ſhould 
have ſaid, that the Holy Spirit inſpired him 
with a Language ſuch as was. that of the 
People. And all the Greek Fathers would 
have blaſphemed againſt the Holy Spirit, 
when they obſerved the little Eloquence of 
St. Paul; for according to this Suppoſition, 
that would not have proceeded from, 2 


169 

Paul, but from the Holy Spirit. Any one who 
doubts. of this, may read Eraſmus, in the 
places cited. A famous Proteſtant Divine 
has undertaken indeed to confute him, in his 
Annotations upon the - 1of#þ of the Ads; 
but he only declames as he is uſed to do, 
againſt an Author more learned and more 
judicious than himſelf, without bringing any 
ſolid Reaſon. 

We muſt now juſt mention ſome Books 
of the Old Teſtament, that contain neither 
Hiſtory nor Prophecy ; ſuch are the Books 
of Proverbs,  Ecclefiaſtes, the Song of Solb- 
mon, and Fob; Which laſt is doubtleſs a 
Dramatic. Piece, whereof nothing is true 
but the Subject; as are the Tragedies of 
the Greek Poets. | 

There is no Proof that any thing con- 
tained in the Proverbs was inſpired by God, 
in a prophetic manner. They are moral 
Sentences, which a- good Man might very 
well pronounce, without Inſpiration ; as 
are thoſe contained in Ecclefiafticus. Many 
ot them are no more than vulgar Proverbs, 
which carry indeed a good Senſe, but have 
— in them of Divine. There are 

a great many Directions about Oeconomy, 
which Women and Country People every- 
where know without Revelation; as in 
Chap. xxiv. 27. and xxvii. 23. and the De- 
ſcription of a vertuous Woman at the * 
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end of the Book. The Name of Prophet 
is very liberally beſtowed on Agur the Son 
of Jaleb, for ſome Moralities that are found 
under his Name: Prov. xxx. Whereas 1 
dare be bold to fay, better things might 
have been faid without the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy : Three things, ſays he, for Example, 
are too wonderful for me, yea four which 
I know not; The way of an Eagle in the Air, 
The way of a Serpent upon a Rock, The way ef 
a Ship in the midſt of the Sea, and The way 
of a Man with a Maid. To believe the 
Spirit of Prophecy, dictated ſuch things as 
theſe, is at leaſt to have a very low Opmion 
of it : Nor does the Author pretend to any 
ſuch Eminency ; but confeſſes modeſtly of 
himſelf, That he 7s more brutiſh than any 
Man, and has not the Underſtanding of a 
But there is particularly one prudential 
Precept often repeated, which the Merchants 
of our Days know, as well as the Jſraehtes 
of Solomon's. It is that which expreſly for- 
bids them to be Surety for any body, Chap. 
vi. 1. XVll. 18. XX. 16. XXIi. 26, xxvii. 13. 
It is true by the Rules of good Huſbandry 
a Man ſhould never be Surety, but there 
happens oftentimes Caſes wherein Charity 
ought to be preferred before good Huſban- 
dry; as appears by the Parable of the Sa- 
maritan, who became Surety for the Ex- 


pence 
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pence of the Jew, that was hurt on the 
Road. There is, methinks, no great need 
that God ſhould ſend Prophets to teach Men 
good Huſbandry ; our Saviour on the con- 
trary found it very neceſſary to preach Libe- 
rality. | X 

Som learned Men have been of Opinion, 
that the Book of Eccigſiaſtes is a Dialogue; 
herein a pious Man diſputes with an im- 
pious one, Who is of the Opinion of the 
Sadducces. And in effect there are things 
directly oppoſite one to another, that the 
ame Perſon cannot be ſuppoſed to ſpeak. 
The Epicurean Concluſion — eat, drink 
and be merry, becauſe a Man has nothing elſe) 
which is found in many places of this Book, 
is altogether contrary to the Concluſion at 
the end; Fear God, and keep his Command- 
1's, &c, But it is extremely difficult to 
Jiſtinguiſh the Perſons, or to find out ex- 
atly in the Name of what Perſon the Au- 
Hor ſpeaks in every Paſſage. However it 
ve, there appears in it nothing of-prophetic ; . 
and there is little likelihood that the Spirit 
of God would ſet out, with ſo great Strength, 
the Arguments of Sadducees, or perhaps of 
worſe Men, to anſwer them but in two or 
three Words. Read the beginning of the 
ninth Chapter, and reflect on theſe Words: 
The living know. that they ſhall die; but the 
ad know not any thing, neither have they any 
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more 4 Reward; for the Memory of them /i; 
forgotten, Alſo their Love and their Hatret!, 
and therr Envy is now periſhed ; neither have 
they any more a Portion for ever, in any thing 
that is done under the Sun. Go thy way, eat 
thy Bread with Joy, and drink thy Wine 
with a merry Heart; for God now atcepreth 
thy Works. 5 
Grotius imagines this Book to be writ not 
by Solomon himſelf, but under his Name, by 
one that had been in Chaldea; ſince there are 
many Chaldean Words found in it, Tf this 
Conjecture be right, as is not impoſſible, 
then this Book will be nothing but a Piece 
of Wit and Fancy, compoſed by ſome of 
thoſe that had been in the Captivity. And 
I know one who has ſtudied much the Cri- 
ticks of the Holy Scripture, who ſuſpects 
the Author of this Book to have been in 
the Opinion of the Sadducees about the Im- 
mortality of the Soul and the World to 
come: It ſeems to him that this Author 
fays nothing which a Sadducee might not 
fay ; but for my own part, I think it not 
expedient to determine any thing about it. 
It is the common Opinion that the Song 
of Solomon is a myſterious Book, deſcribing 
the mutual Love between Chriſt and his 
Church; but there is no Proof of it in the 
Old or New Teſtament, nor in the Book 
it ſelf. All that can be ſaid is, that the 
| 19 75 Jews 
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ers explain this Book allegorically of God, 
of Moſes, and of the %% Church. But 
a Man need only read their Allegories, to 
ſee that they are the Viſions of Rabbins 
without any Foundation, except in the fan- 
ciful Extravagance of their Brains ; which 
Frame of Mind our Divines have ſo much 
inherited from them, that they give them- 
{clves wholly up to find Myſteries in ey 
ching. Nay it muſt be confeſſed that ſome - 
of them have in that out done the Rabbins ; 
and that there is nothing ſo Chimerical in 
the Chaldee Paraphraſt, as in the Commen- 
taries of thoſe who pretend this Book ought 
to be explained by Revelation; and that in 
it are to be found all the Wars about Re- 
ligion of this paſt Age, in Germany, the In- 
terim, the League of Smalcald, the Peace of 
Paſſau, &c. | | 

There being then no Proof of the Myſte- 
rics that are pretended to be in this Book; if 
we judge by the Book it ſelf, we ſhall find 
it to be an Idyle, or Eglogue, where So/o- 
mon brings himſelf in as a Shepherd, and 
one of his Wives (perhaps Pharaob's 
Daughter, as the learned think) as a Shep- 
herdeſs ; that the Stile is the ſame with 
that of the Paſtoral Poems of the Greeks 
and Latins, excepting that it is more rough 
and dithyrambic, according to the Genius 
of the Hebrew Poetry. You may compare 
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the Similitudes Solomon makes uſe of in the 

fourth Chapter with thoſe Ovid uſes in the 

3 Paſtoral Song he makes Polyphemus ſing, in 

. ' the xjiith Book of his Metamor phaſis. 

; The Book of Job is alſo a piece that has 
nothing in it of prophetic. 'The Critics, 
who have any thing of a nice Judgment, 
agree that it is a fort of Tragi-Comedy., 
That there was ſuch a Perſon as Fob is ver 
likely (fince the Prophet Ezekiel ſpeaks of 
him) and that he met with great Afflictions, 
which afforded Subject to ſome Few of the 
Captivity to exerciſe his Wit upon, In this 
Book, as well as in Ecclefiaftes, the many 
Chaldean Words, ſhow that it was compoſed 
either in Chaldea, or after the return from 
the Captivity. Divines agree that God in- 
0 not Job's Friends with what the Au- 

or makes them ſay; and this Book being 
written in Verſe, ſeems to be a Work of 
Meditation, wherein the Author would 
make his Parts appear. Neither Jeb, nor 
his Friends could talk in that manner exten- 
fore. The Deſign of the Work is to ſhow, 
that Providencc often afflicts good People, 
not to . puniſh them for any particular Sin, 
as if they had deſerved thoſe Afflictions 
more than others, but ſimply to try them, 
and give them Occaſion to exerciſe their 
Virtue, This is without doubt a; Truth, 
but there is no need of being a Prophet to 
BO > -—» 
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know it. And on the other fide there is 
one very remarkable Fault in this Book, 
The Author brings in Job complaining 
Chap: iii. with Bitterneſs and extreme Im- 
atience; unworthy, not only of a pious 
Mai, who had the Knowledge of the true 
God, but even of a Pagan that had any 
Wiſdom. Let the Day periſh in which I was 
born, and the Night wwherein it vas ſaid, a 
Man-Child is born, &c. This manner of 
curſing the Day of his Birth with ſo much 
Paſſion, becomes not a pious Man, ſuch as 
Jab, to what Extremity ſoever he might be 
reduced: It is to be guilty of great Inde- 
rum, to put into a good Man's Mouth ſuch 
paſſionate Words; as well as thoſe that are 
in Chap. x. I vill ſay unto God, Do not con. 
demn me; ſhew me wherefore thou contendeſt 
with me. Becomes it thee to oppreſs? &c. 
After ſuch Expreſſions as theſe; Which are 
very like Blaſphemies, God finds, fays the 
Author, that his Servant Job has ſpoke the 
thing that is right before him, and is angry 
with his Friends for believing that 7 was 
afflicted for his Sins. 2815 340 
Hereby I think it clearly appears, that 
there was no more Inſpiration in this Book, 
than in the three foregoing. Not but that 
theſe Books are uſeful, and may be read 
with Profit and Edification, as well as An- 
tquity read thoſe which we at preſent call 
L 2 Apochry- 


ey 
Apechrypha. Nay it may be allowed that 


they which compoſed them had the Spirit 
of God; that is to ſay, were full of Piety; 
and that they writ them with a Proſpect of 
leading thoſe that ſhould read them into the 
ways of Piet. | | 

But it may be objected, that theſe Books 
being in the Jews Canon, ought to be ac- 
knowledged for divinely inſpired, rather 
than the Apochrypha that never were in it: 
1 anſwer to that; Firſt, That no clear Rea- 
ſon is brought to convince us, that thoſe 
who made the Canon, or Catalogue of their 
Books, were infallible, or had any Infpira. 
tion, whereby to diſtinguiſh inſpired Books 
from thoſe which were not. This Collection 
is commonly attributed to Eſdras and the 
great Sanbedrim of his Time, amongſt whom 
they ſay were Zacchary, Haggai, and Ma- 
lachy. But many learned Men believe not 
this Story, becauſe no Proof is brought for 
it, except a very uncertain Jeriſb Tradition. 
There is much more likehhood that this 
Collection which we have is the Remainder 
of the antient Books of the Jews, which di- 
vers particular Men at firſt gathered toge- 
ther, and of which afterwards. public Uſe 
was made in the Synagogues; whereas in 
the Time of Nehemiah (as appears by the 
Book that bears his Name) they read pub- 
kekly only the Book of the Law. 1h 
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In the ſecond place, if you will ſtand 
to the Jews Canon, it is plainly on my fide. 
They divide the Scripture into three Parts; 
of which the firſt contains the Books of the 
Law); the ſecond the Books they call the 
Prophets; and the third contain others, which 
they call Chetoubim, or ſimply Mritings; 
that is to ſay, the Pſalms, the Proverbs, Fob, 
Daniel, Eſdras, Nebemiab, the Chronicles, 
and thoſe which they call the five little 
Books, the Song of Solomon, Ruth, the La- 
mentations, Esccigfiaſtes, and BE/iber. They 
believed that theſe Books which they called 
Chetoubim were not inſpired as the other ; 
and therefore they made them a ſeparate 
Part of Scripture diſtinct from the two for- 
mer which they believed to be inſpired. 
This Diviſion is very antient, having been 
in Uſe in the time of our Lord, Luke xxiv. 
44. and Joſephus owns it in his firſt Book 
againſt, Appion; which makes me believe 
that this Opinion of the Jews is grounded 
upon the Judgment, that thoſe who collec- 
ted the Books of their Canon made of them. 
It is certain Daniel is truly a Pr as 
well as Jaiab; but it is likely they have 
zanked his Book among the Chetoubim, only 
becauſe it was brought out of Chaldea after 
the Collection was made; and perhaps be- 
cauſe, being written in Chaldean, it was in 
Part tranſlated into Hebrew by ſome others, 
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as ſome of the learned have conjectured, 
For the other Writings which make up this 
Diviſion of the Scripture, being but Hiſto- 
ries, or Books of Morality, or Songs, they 
had Reaſon to determine that there was 
nothing of prophetic in them; at leaſt not 
of the ſame kind of Prophecy with that of 
Jaiab, and others who are properly called 
Prophets. Some Predictions are indeed 
found in the Book of Pſalms, but not of 
that ſort which proceed from Inſpiration or 
Revelation, as were thoſe of ſaiab. David 
never ſays, Thus faith the Lord; nbr is it 
faid in his Hiſtory that in his time he paſſed 
for a Prophet. It happened that in ſpeaking 
of his own Perſon, he ſpoke Things that 
agreed not ſo much to himſelf as to the 
Meſjiab, of whom unknown to himſelf he 
was the Type. But this fort of Prophecy 
I have already treated of. A. 

It may be alledged perhaps, that Chriſt 
has acknowledged for divinely inſpired all 
the Books of the Old Teſtament, and for 
that Reaſon alone, all Chriſtians are to be 
of that belief. But there is not one Paſſage 
in the Goſpel, where Chriſt tells us that all 
the Books of the Old Teſtament were inſpi- 
red by God, both as to the -Words and 
Things: He approves them only in grols, 
without deſcending to particulars, and ex- 
amining every Book by it ſelf. It was ſuf- 

ficient 
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6cient that there were divers Prophecies in 
the Old Teſtament, the Authority whereof 
was received among the Jews, that pointed 
at him. Our Saviour never undertook to 
make a critical Treatiſe upon the facred 
Books; nor to clear the - hiſtorical Differen- 
ces in them, His deſign was not to make 
us able Critics, but good Men; that we 
might render to God the Obedience we owe 
him. He omitted nothing that might in- 
ſtruct us in our Duty, but he never trou- 
bled himſelf about correcting certain Errors 
of ſmall Importance, which might be a- 
mong the e. | * | 
And if we underſtand all the Words of 
Chriſt, when. he ſpeaks of the Scripture, in 
a ſtrict Senſe; as if every Syllable of the 
Books he cites,, was acknowledged to be 
inſpired, and the others on the contrary to 
be rejected out of the Number of the ſa- 
cred Books; we - muſt exclude many of 
thoſe that are commonly. reputed inſpired. 
Neither he nor the Apoſtles ever- cite the 
Works of Solomon, or the Book of Jeb; 
St. James indeed praiſes the Patience of Job, 
which, to ſpeak properly, is not to cite the 
Book but the Hiſtory. And if from hence 
we muſt conclude all theſe Books to have 
been wrongfully inſerted in the Jewiſh Ca- 
non, the common Opinion would be found 
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contrary to the Authority of Chriſt and of 
his Apoſtles. KEY | | 

Theſe Books then that we have ſpoken 
of, are not neceſſarily to be accounted Divine, 
for being in the Canon, or Catalogue of the 
Books of the Jews ; which Jeſus Chriſt ne- 
ver called in queſtion : Nor is there any 
Reaſon to interpret the Word Canonical as 
if it fignified inſpired of God. The Jew; 
inſerted in their Collection all the Fragments 
they had remaining of their antient Books; 
they left out none, becauſe they had no o- 
thers. It was their whole Library, the reſt 
having been loſt, either in, or before, or 
after the Captivity ; for the Story mentions 
not the Time of that fatal Loſs. At firſt they 
pretended not that this Collection conſiſted 
of no Books but what were divinely inſpi- 
red; but in proceſs of Time, as there 
were therein many Writings that were true- 
ly prophetic, and as theſe were the only 
Books that had eſcaped the general Loſs 
which had involved the reſt, they began to 
be looked on with more reſpect than they 
had been at firſt ; and at length it came to 
be believed, that all theſe Books, that were 
in the antient Catalogue, were truly Divine. 
And whereas before that time, Men applied 
themſelves to the Obſervation, of what was 
moſt conſiderable in the Law, without ma- 
king many Commentaries ; from thence w 

war 


" „5 1% ne — — von yy wy wn 7 oo 


[ 8 ] 
ward they grew. nice about the Words; 


would take. every thing in a ftrit- Senſe, 


and, by ſeeking for Myſteries where there 
were none, they abandoned the moſt eſſen- 
tial Part of the | Jews Religion. Th 
made the Knowledge of Religion to confi 
in the Study of a thouſand vain Subtil- 
tics, and Piety to conſiſt in the ſcrupulous 
Obſervation of Ceremonial Laws, juſt as 
the Doctors thought proper to interpret 
them. The Phariſees did this in. the Time 
of our Lord, as the Chriſtian Divines, both 
Antient and Modern; have endeavoured to 
imitate fince the Death of the Apoſtles: 
In their Time, Men applied themſelves to 
learn their Doctrine, without ſubtilizing a- 
bout their Expreſſions; and this they did 
as they were aſſured. thoſe holy Men very 
faithfully taught what they had learned 
from Chriſt. Since then, the Practice is 
to diſpute about their Words, and to ſtrain 
to the utmoſt many of their Expreſſions, 
which were not very exact; from whence 
have procceded Factions amongſt Chriftians, 
who have fallen foul one upon another a- 
bout the meaning of particular Expreſſi 
ons of the Apoſtles, Fray negle& at' the 
lame time to obey the Precepts of Jeſus 
Chriſt; that is to ſay, they have forſaken 
the Subſtance of Religion, to buſy them- 
ſelves about the Outſide. Men have thought 
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it an Honour to be ſtiled zealouſly Ortho- 
dox, to be firmly linked to a certain Party, 
loading all others with Calumnies, and 
damning by an abſolute Authority the reſt 
of Mankind ; without taking care to demon. 
ſtrate the Sincerity and Fervour of their Piety, 
by an exact Obſervation of the Goſpel Mo- 
rals; which has come to paſs by Reaſon that 
Orthodoxy agrees mighty well with our 
Paſſions, while the ſevere Morals of the 
Goſpel are incompatible with our way of 
living. | 

Thus much only, to let you ſee that this 
great Zeal Men pretend for the Letter of 
Scripture, is little more than a Cloak made 
uſe of, to hide the ſmall Eſteem they have 
for the real Religion of Jeſus Chritt ; 
which confiſts neither in Criticiſms, nor 
Controverſies, but in keeping the Com- 
mandments of God. Sr 

If it be aſked, What Authority is allowed 
the Holy Scripture, and what Uſe is to be 
made of it according to theſe Principles ? 
I anſwer, to begin with the New Teſta- 
ment, which is the Main Foundation of our 
Faith, in the firſt place, Jeſus Chriſt, in 
whom were hidden all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, and whom God 
has expreſly commanded us To hear, was 
abſolutely infallible. We are to believe with- 
out Heſitation whatever he ſays, * 
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he ſays it, and becauſe God has teſtified that 
he ſpeaks nothing but Truth. _ 

In the ſecond place, fince we have no- 
thing writ by Chriſt himſelf, we are to be- 
lieve what his Apoſtles have ſaid concerning 
his Life and Doctrine; ſince God has given 
Teſtimony to them by the Miracles he en- 
abled them to do; and ſince they themſelves 
ſealed the Truth of their Depoliticn with 
their own Blood. As they tell us only what 
they ſaw and heard, it was impoſſible for 
them to be deceived in the Subſtance of the 
Hiſtory and Doctrine. It may happen that 
in a Circumſtance of ſmall Importance th 
relate things not ſo exactly as they ee | 
and agree therein not exactly together. But 
in the Hiſtorical Facts, Kao Ke our Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, is grounded ; his being born 
of a Virgin, his Miracles, his Death, his Re- 
ſurrection, and his Aſcenſion into Heaven; 
they all agree, though ſome difference may 
be found among them in particular Circum- 
n which is nothing to the Subſtance of 

the Hiſtory. It is no ways neceſſary for the 
Foundation of our Faith, as I before ob- 


ſerved, that they ſhould agree exactly in e- 
very Circumſtance to the leaſt tittle; and of 
what Uſe is the trouble the learned have 
given themſelves to reconcile theſe ſort of 
Contradictions ? It is better to own inge- 
nuouſly that there are ſome, than to ſtrain 
M2 _ the 
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the Senſe of their Writings, to make then 
agree with one another ; which inſtead of 
converting Libertines, excites only their 
Raillery, and confirms them in their Impi- 
ety. As to what concerns the Doctrine of 
Jeſus Chriſt, not the leaſt Contradiction ap- 
pears among the Evangeliſts, although ex- 
preſſed in different Terms, and related on 
different Occaſions. We muſt obſerve there- 
fore that they confine themſelves only to the 
Senſe, and not exactly to the ſame Order 
in which Chriſt preached it; nor are we ri- 
gorouſly to inſiſt upon their Expreſſions, as 
if they made Choice of ſome Words rather 
than others, that we may infinuate certain 
Niceties which are ordinarily attributed to 
them without the. leaſt Probability; nor 
ſhould we lay ſuch Streſs upon the. Order 
they make uſe of in their Writings, as to 
colour. thereby Inferences, otherwiſe not in 
the leaſt obvious in the Senſe of our Sa- 
viour's Words. A Man of very fmall Ob- 
ſervation will find that popular Expreſſions 
are every where made uſe of, without ever 
aiming at Elegancy, or ſpeaking with that 
Exactneſs, Philoſophers or Geotnetricians 
uſe in their Writings. Why ſhould we then, 
as is commonly the caſe, inſiſt ſo much up- 
on the manner of their expreſſing Chriſt's 
Doctrine? Let us endeavour to underſtand 
the Genius of the Language they uſe, and 
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to adhere to the ſubſtance of Eſſentials; 
which are * ſo frequently, and in 
ſuch a Variety of Ways, that there is no 
Difficulty in to our ſelves an Idea 
thereof, ſufficiently clear to inſtruct us per- 
fectly in our Duty. 

In the third place, as for the Epiſtles of 
the New Teſtament, they afford us not only 
the ſame Conſiderations with the laſt men- 
tioned, in reſpect of their Stile, but two 
Things further are alfo to be obſerved, and 
diſtinguiſhed. We find in them the ſame 
Doctrines as in the Evangeliſts, and which 
the Apoſtles often aſſure us they learned from 
Chriſt. But there are other things, which 
the Apoſtles ſpeak from themſelves, or 
which, by ſeveral Conſequences, they fair 
draw from the Old Teſtament. The 
of theſe are to be believed on dhe fine Is. 
ing with the Goſpels, from the Authority 
of * Chriſt, who preached them to the 

The ſecond are to be received, be- 
rank they contain nothing either that is not 
quite conformable to the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
or that is not founded upon right Reaſon. 
The Apoſtles deſire us not to believe them 
upon their own Word. They diſtinguiſh 
in that their Authority from the Authority 
of Chriſt, 1 Cor, vii. 10, 12, 25. But as 
they attended carefully to Doctrines of Edi- 


fication, which are but few, and never in- 
gage 


[ 86 ] 
gaged in Inquiries of too nice a Nature, 
— nothing that is not 3 
that Spirit of the Goſpel, with which they 
were filled, and which right Reaſon will 
not readily admit. It is worth Obſervation, 
that not having an extraordinary Inſpiration 
for writing their Epiſtles, divers things arc 
inſerted in them concerning their Deſigns, or 
particular Affairs, in which we are by no 
means to ſearch for, or expect any thing 
of the myſterious Kind. For inſtance, the 
Salutations at the end of their Epiſtles ; the 
Order St. Paul ſends Timothy to take with 
him in his return Mark, to bring the Cloak 
he had left at Troas with Carpus, the Books, 
and eſpecially the Parchments ; the Advice 
he gives him to drink a little Wine for his 
Stomach's ſake, and becauſe of his Weak- 
neſſes; and other things of the ſame Nature. 
See St, Jerome's Preface to his Commentazy 
upon the Epiſtle to Philemon. 
PFcourthly, there are in theſe Epiſtles, ma- 
ny Prophecies ſcattered up and down; and 
the Apocalipſe is entirely prophetic. Now 
we are certainly to give Credit to theſe: Re- 
velations, ſince they were imparted imme- 
diately to the Apoſtles by God himſelf. And 
they are very eaſy to be diſtinguiſhed from 
other things, which the Apoſtles give as 
their own Conjectures only; of which you 
have ſome Examples in the Wards of Gro- 


tus, 


" 
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Inſpiration of the Writers of the New Teſta- 


ment. | 


And thus, according to my Hypotheſes, 
I think the Authority of the Scripture muſt 


continue in full Force. I maintain, you ſee, 
that we are obliged to believe the Subſtance 
of the Hiſtory of the New Teſtament ; 
and all the Doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt; all 
that the Apoſtles ſpeak from Inſpiration ; 
and whatſoever they have faid from them- 
{clves, ſo far as it is found conformable to 
our Saviour's Doctrine, and to right Reaſon. 


Nothing farther can be neceſſary to be be- 


lieved, in order to our Salvation. And it 
ſeems too evident to me that thoſe new O- 
pinions, brought into the Chriſtian Religion 
ſince the Death of the Apoſtles, which have 
been here refuted, being imaginary and un- 
grounded, inſtead of affording any Advantage 
to the Chriſtian Religion, are certainly very 
prejudicial to it. An Inſpiration 1s attributed 
to the Apoſtles to which they make not the 
leaſt pretence, nor is there left the- leaſt 
Mark thereof in their Writings. And here- 
upon it fatally happens, that thoſe who have 


ſtrength enough of Underſtanding to deny 


the Aﬀent to a thing for which there is 
good Proof brought, though preached 


with never ſo much Gravity; it happens, I 


lay, that theſe Perſons reject the whole Chri- 
tian Religion, becauſe they diſtinguiſh not 
| n true 


tus, which have been cited concerning the 
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true Chriſtianity from the Dreams of fanci. 
ful Bivines. 

*Afﬀeer all this, it is eaſy to gueſs what we 
art to. think» of the Authority of the Books 
of: the Old Teſtament. The Prophecies are 
certainly to be believed, becauſe: Chriſt has 
eat ized. them: The Subſtance of the 
Hiſtory mult alſo be believed for the fame 
Reaſon 3 notwithſtanding any Uncertainty in 
forme inconfiderable Circumſtances; and that 
there ſtill is ſome Uncertainty, appears by 
the many Contradictions which Divines, with 
all their Subtilty, have not been able to re- 
concile, after puzling above three. thouſand 
Years about it. The Doctrines too, in it 
ought to be received, ſo far as they conform 
to thoſe of the Goſpel; or, rather we may 
fay that the true meaning of the Law muſt 
be learned from Chriſt. As for thoſe Books 
that appear to be no more than pieces of 
Wit and Fancy, or wherein nothing but 
Human is to be perceived, ſuch as the Song 
of Solomon, Ecclefiaftes, &c. no Concluſion 
can with Juſtice be drawn. And laſtly, we 
ought not to ſtretch the Senſe of particular 
Expreſſions too far, as the Jews do: For a 
very few places excepted, the Expreſſions 
are the ſame with thoſe the facred Writers 
were wont to make uſe of in explaining 
their other Thoughts; that is to ſay, they 
have delivered both the Jewwr/h Hiſtory, and 
the Revelations they. had from Heaven, er 

eir 
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their own. common manner of expreſſing 


themſelves. | | | 

Theſe, Sit, are the Thoughts of Mr. N— 
concerning the Inſpiration of the ſacred Pen- 
Men. I am informed that from theſe Prin- 
ciples he draws three Conſequences : The 
6:4 is, That by admitting this Hypotheſis, the 
many grcat Diſputes which have riſen a- 
wong Chriſtians, from the falſe Subtilty of 


tile Divines, who interpreting too myſte- 


rouly the Expreſſions of holy Scripture, as 


Hence Syllable had been dictated by God, 


nught hereby be put a ſtop to. The ſecond 
i: That whereas by ſcrupulouſly adhering 
to the Letter of the Scripture, the Eſſence 
of Religion becomes neglected ; as if God 
required of us no more than to believe. the 
divinz Inſpiration of the holy Scripture ; 
inſical, I ſay, of this Practice, it will be 
found neceſſary entirely and ſincerely to a 

ply our ſelves to the» obeying Chriſt's Pre- 
cepte, which is the only thing God indiſpen- 
ali requires at our Hands. The third Con- 
{-qu-1Ce is, That hereby will at once be 
10,4) an infinite Number of Difficulties, 
Ahe Libertines ever alledge againſt the holy 
Scriptare, and which cannot poſſibly be 
lived by the ordinary Principles. The 
Tongues of ſuch, ſays Mr. W will be 
ſtopped, and no longer will it be of Service 


to them to object againſt Chriſtians the Con- 
1910008 which may be found in the Serip- 
N tures ;. 
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/be-brought,” ſays he, ingenuvuſly to conf 
the Chriſtian chgion. really to be Hefccnded 
from Heaven; and what 125 have with 
ſuch Obſtinacy rejected, 'beckals built on 
Foundations repugnant to the great Light of 
Reaſon, they will be N perbuaded to Us 
brace. r 
To enter up6n ani Exam imat Bf the 1 
bove Conſequences, or the P ringiples from 
which they are drawn, is what H hall -.ct 
pretend to undertake; Vou habe Her an er. 
act Account of Mr. Macs Thaughts upon 
the Subject, which is all T promiſed you; nt 
I fincerely wiſh that 2 Judicious Dix. 
would by your means give us better SafiviQc- 
„tion in ane TARLry 155 ae to do,” 
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